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Open to the public 9.00am to 4.00pm (Sunday)

£5 Admission per person
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i /NDOOR EVENT,
B WITH.UPTO! 100 STALLS

% Military and 4x4 Vehicles

% Vehicle Parts and Accessories
% Militaria and Uniforms

% Guns, Books and Models

* 40’s, 50’s and Retro Fashions
% Medals, Patches and Insignia

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 10 SELL?
OUTSIDE VEHICLE SALES PARKING AND
OUTSIDE AUTO JUMBLE/CAR BOOT
FOR PRICES PLEASE ENQUIRE.

For more information visit our website or contact us on 01302 739000
Office hours Monday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm.
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Of all the articles in this issue | think there will be
one that could divide opinion amongst readers.
In our feature ‘Art of Deception’ (pages 58-62) we
discuss the topic of replica military vehicles,
which in recent years has become an
increasingly popular area of the military vehicle
hobby, especially for those with expensive tastes
but without the bank balance to back it up! It will
be interesting to see what, if any feedback we
get following the publication of this issue, but as

EDITORIAL

always we love to hear from you whatever the
reason. Talking of which, the Reader Survey in
last month’s issue seems to have gone down well
judging by the amount of responses we've had
so far, but there’s still time for you to take part in
the Reader Survey and let us know what you do
and don’t like in MM, so if you haven’t had your
say yet make sure you fill in the survey and get it
to us by May 2013. I'll be back with another
fascinating selection of articles next month - Ed.
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Just before Christmas | received a
letter from a Mr R.C. Phillips
enquiring if there were any
surviving examples of the Leyland
Martian gun tractor preserved in
museums as he once served on
them whilst in the army. Having
duly sent a reply Mr Phillips rang
me at the MMI Editorial Office
and during that conversation it
emerged that he had some
photos taken during his military
service and he promised to send
them in for us to share with
fellow MMI readers, and a couple
of weeks ago he made good that
promise and sent along the
selection of photos you see here.

According to Mr Phillips, the
photos were taken while serving
with the 24 Med regiment in
1959 with six guns to a battery
with six Leyland martin gun

tractors (A, B, C, D, E, F) and
three batteries to a Regiment
plus three recovery Martians. Mr
Phillips can be seen sitting at the
front end of the front mudguard
in the one photo.

In 1960 the guns and gun
tractors were replaced for the
Honest John missile launchers
and Mr Phillips has enclosed
three photos showing one such
vehicle that had suffered a
mishap and slid into a ditch! Note
also the blanket covers on the
missile itself.

Our thanks to Mr Phillips for
sharing his photos with MMI
readers, and if you have any
photos you would like to see
featured in the magazine you can
send them to the Editorial Office,
details of which can be found on
page 3 - Ed.
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Many years ago | was

taken to a scrapyard,

which if my memory

serves me right (and

it may not these :

days!) that was in the Derbyshlre -

area, and during my visit | came across an example of =
the American Goer 4x4 all-terrain vehicle. The review of the new book
released by Tankograd Publishing in a recent issue of MMI made me
wonder if it was still there, and if so what sort of state it was in and if not ¢
whether it had been saved from the cutting torch? | realise that there are
preserved examples to be found on the continent (as shown left & above)
and in the USA, but | wondered if anyone was restoring one in the UK?

If anyone has any information of this rusting example, or indeed and

other UK-based survivors I'd love to hear from you via the usual editorial
address which you can find on page 3. Many thanks — Ed.
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% on charcoal gas. The large tube e
. on the back of the cab is a 5{ e
i charcoal burner, from which the

54

[ ‘J‘ '—.B;{ . charcoal gas runs through a series

T T WA of filters before being fed straight
into the engine. Although this will
give about 40% to 50% of the
power previously supplied by
petrol, the fuel will of course be
free and with the current price of
petrol the present owner has no
plans to convert it back to petrol
— eco-friendly military vehicles,
what next? Tim also points out
that it still has the original
invasion star on the bonnet and
the name “Ada” can just be seen
painted on the cab door.

Our thanks to Tim for his
continued supply of articles for
MMI, and this latest little addition
for Up Front.

MMI contributor Tim Gosling
enclosed a few additional
photographs with his latest
submission, which he hopes you
might find interesting. Tim tells us
that the unrestored Jeep and
trailer were pulled out of a
Cotswolds barn and the more
eagle eyed readers will recognise
the licence plate as being from
Somerset and a plate on the dash
indicates it was rebuilt at a UK
depot in 1952. The Jeep came
complete with the trailer, which is
suffering a little from rust and is
currently undergoing restoration.
The GMC is quite unusual in
that it had been converted to run
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It seems like only yesterday that |
was photographing the then new
Roush Harewood 6x6 wheeled
carrier designed for use by EOD
teams at the annual Defence
Vehicle Dynamics show in 2006.
The odd-looking little diesel-
powered ATV featured an open
cockpit with automatic gearbox
and a small roll over cage and a
large covered cabinet to the rear

for the ‘Top Secret’ bomb disposal
equipment. The vehicle was the
latest in a long line of specialist
carriers to have been used by
bomb disposal teams to transport
equipment across rough and
boggy terrain, but it would seem
that at least two of them have
reached the end of their useful life
having been sold via the latest
MoD tender sale held at Witham
Specialist Vehicles at the end of
February. With just 472 and 361
kilometres respectively on the
clock, the two examples had a
guide price of £3,750, even if one
of them looked to have been
caught in a blast! Let’s see if one
of them appears in private hands
at one of the forthcoming shows
of the new season?

'
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Revell 1/12 Stxv

122A/122B

A new release in the ever-expanding 1/72 military vehicle series 3
offered by plastic kit manufacturers Revell is this kit (Ref. 03199) of ~ :
the Swedish Strv 122A/122B or the Swedish Leopard 2. The kit i
arrives in a smallish carton with colour artwork to the front and
inside you will find five sprues that are moulded in a mid-green 3
colour plus a small sheet of waterslide decals and a 12-page A4
instruction booklet. For what is a small model, the kit is surprisingly &
detailed, comprising of 168-parts, which include a number of
options, separate suspension arms and a single length of plastic track ¢
for each side that requires gentle heating and bending into position  +
during construction. The level of detailing is such that with careful ¢
construction you can end up with a beautifully detailed model .
straight out of the box.

Four alternative marking/colour schemes are detailed within the 2
instruction booklet, all of a similar three-colour splinter camouflage
scheme and the kit has a recommended retail price of £9.99 in the ¢
UK. .

Revell model kits are available from all good toy and model :
retailers. For further information visit: www.revell.eu

or email: ukbranch@revell.de :

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Key Publishing is pleased to announce the
launch of Mighty Eighth, a ground-
breaking new magazine special
commemorating America’s massive
British-based wartime air armada.

After Pearl Harbor, priority was given
to the War in Europe and US forces
poured into the ‘unsinkable aircraft
carrier’ - Great Britain. From the team
behind FlyPast magazine, Mighty
Eighth is a 100-page special souvenir
edition which celebrates the men,
their machines and the airfields they
flew from. For the first time, using
an innovative base-by-base S
reference guide, it examines all aspects -
of American air power in Britain in World War Two
and the ‘Cold War'.

Mighty Eighth is a must-have reference for any collector,
enthusiast or historian of this indomitable force.

Available now for just £4.99 from WHSmith, Sainsbury’s and
leading newsagents. Alternatively, order your copy from
www.keypublishing.com/shop

Key magazine subscriber? Call 01780 480404 to claim your £1
special discount.

MAY 2013 MILITARY MACHINES INTERNATIONAL 9



vehicles of all shapes and sizes. Amongst the
many superb wartime vehicles on display was
a lovely example of one of my favourite
military vehicles, the Humber Heavy Utility,
and a number of another of my favourites, the
light utility truck, in this case a pair of Austins.
A brightly painted chequer board Dodge
Weapons Carrier certainly attracted some
attention, as did the beautifully restored
Austin K6 gantry truck.

There were plenty of post-war vehicles on
display too, with some fine examples of the
Des Penny, a regular contributor to the pages different Land Rover marques and the old

of Up Front for many years has sent in favourite, namely the Austin Champ. Our
collection of photos taken at his local military thanks to Des for sending in the photos and
vehicle show late last summer. The show in our apologies for leaving it so long before
question is the North East Military Vehicle publishing them, sadly it’s a case of having too
Rally held in the grounds of the DLI Museum many items and not enough space, which |
and Durham Art Gallery and Des tells us that it~ suppose is better than having too much space
attracted around sixty restored military and not enough items!

¥

f

8660000000000000000006000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000006000000600
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i0VERLORD

May 25th - 27th, The Lawns,
Denmead PO7 617

350+ active vehicles, 100 trade stalls
Dedicated living history field

Arena events and battle re-enactments
throughout the day

Exhibitors enjoy FREE entry
FREE evening entertainment
FREE hot showers and

FREE camping

On site food and

beer tent
available all
day and
evening

| SAQe== Tel: 0845 873 7662
R 1 E' S T OR E Email: info@rie-store.com

RESTORED IN ENGLAND

W|th a combined period of over 60 years experience in
f¢ American classic cars and military vehicles we offer a

E_{service second to none in our field. What we offer are not

“replicas nor reproductions but genuine 1941 and 1942
| period vehicles lovingly restored to a timeless
. specification.

i
~ Unlike a Hotchkiss with stars or an ex-film car with the
wrong engine you are purchasing a genuine piece of

in value as you enjoy it.

we can find it through our extensive network of contacts

throughout the USA and with our own in-house shipping agent

distance is no problem.

5% THE MILITARY YEHICLE CLUB OF IRELAND
IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE
IRISH VINTAGE SOCIETY PRESENTS

2013 MILITARY SHOW

Curragh Racecource, Kildare
19th May (10am to 6pm) - Public Visitors

Admission: €10 Adults, €20 Family, Free to Under 10’s,
Senior Citizens & Retired Members of the
Defence Forces and An Garda Siochana
Would all participants & trade stands register prior to arrival

It’s that time of the year again!
One of Ireland’s Largest Vintage Military Shows is back.

Filled with Rare, Vintage, Privately owned Machines and
Militaria of all kinds, from all Eras.
Living History Groups and Re-enactors bring the past to life
with Displays, Period Dress & More!!
Displays Stands from the Defence Forces, Air Corp, Coastguard
and An Garda Siochdna as well as various Trade Stalls,
Playground, Face-painting and much, much More!!

So Come one and all for a Great Family Day Out

Please visit our New Website “www.mvci.ie” or contact
Robin Payne (087) 2569013 (or robin@mycompany.ie) for Further Information

*  WWW.RIE-STORE.COM

World War Two American history which will only increase

If we haven’t got quite what you want then given the time

CONTACT US

TODAY

* Visit our website for these and many more classic and military vehicles www.rie-store.com
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Ight "‘rmoured \'eNicle

Gordon Arthur Profiles the

apan, inspired by a high-tech
industrial base and bound by the
pacifist 1947 Constitution
introduced in the disastrous
aftermath of World War Il, produces a
number of unique military vehicles.
Indeed the majority of the Japan Ground
Self-Defence Force’s (JGSDF) inventory
consists of indigenously designed and
produced vehicles. And because
regulations forbid the export of military
equipment, these vehicles do not serve

with any other national military. One of
these interesting Japanese vehicles is the
Light Armoured Vehicle (LAV), known as
Keisoukoukidousha in Japanese. The LAV
is manufactured by Komatsu Limited, the
second-largest construction and mining
equipment manufacturer in the world.
Today, the Defence Systems Division of
Komatsu has a virtual monopoly in JGSDF
wheeled armoured-vehicle production.

Development commenced in 1997 in
a period when the threat of a Cold War
invasion by the Soviet Union had
subsided. Before then, the JGSDF valued
heavy armoured vehicles, but a new
security paradigm brought the threat of
raids by North Korea, of terrorists,
guerrillas or the capture of isolated
Japanese islands by South Korea or
China. Japan now required a light, highly
mobile and reasonably protected tactical
vehicle suitable for rapid deployment.
The LAV was thus designed from the
outset to meet such operational
requirements.

The government-run Technical
Research and Development Institute
(TRDI) was the LAV’s joint developer
along with Komatsu. The design was
finalised in 2000, with FY2000 the first

Main photo opposite: LAVs
manoeuvre at the Fuji
Training Area. This
particular vehicle has been
inserted by helicopter, as
demonstrated by the straps
hurriedly stowed on the
bonnet.

Left: this vehicle shows the
relevant characteristics of a
Reconnaissance Vehicle,
namely two large antennas
on the hull, a roof stowage
rack, and a mounted
machine gun.

Below: a column of LAVs
parked at Camp Fuji. At the
head of the line is a Platoon
Commander’s Vehicle, as
identified by the smoke
grenade launcher on the
rear flank.

MAY 2013 MILITARY MACHINES INTERNATIONAL 13




Above: the primary difference between the Company and Platoon
Commander’s Vehicles is the antennas. The latter does not have a large
antenna fitted above the door, but instead an antenna is fitted at the rear.

Above: an Anti-Tank Missile Vehicle rolls across the black volcanic soil that
covers much of Japan. The green flag denotes it has already finished firing
its live ammunition. A towing pintle is on the hull rear.

Above: the soldier is wielding a Type 01 Light Anti-Tank Missile (LMAT).
The roof hatch consists of two semi-circular parts that open to either side.

— T sk S R

A crewman fires a Type 01 LMAT anti-tank
_missile. Observe the smoke that illustrates why .
| no other accessories are fitted on the roof,
~ even though the back-blast S

genous missile is ﬁ

Above: observe how the faded brown paint has taken on an almost purplish hue on
this LAV. This photo shows clearly how the door windows hinge open. Note that non-
opening bulletproof side and rear windows are being retrofitted to standard LAVs.

year of procurement. Manufactured
at Komatsu'’s Ishikawa plant, the LAV
was introduced into service in 2002.
The elite 1st Airborne Brigade was
among the first formations to receive
the vehicles.

The tactical vehicle is used for
battlefield liaison, reconnaissance,
command and control, convoy escort,
armoured personnel carrier, weapons
carrier, security and anti-armour
missions. A further reason for
designing the LAV was Japan’s
growing involvement in United
Nations peacekeeping missions, the
first of which occurred in 1992.

The Keisoukoukidousha is
constructed of all-welded steel, and
the armoured hull can resist small-
arms fire and artillery shell splinters.
Details of its armour package are
secret, though it is believed
commercially available steel was used
in its construction. To reduce costs,
Komatsu used commercial off-the-
shelf components wherever possible.

Perhaps the vehicle closest in
function and appearance to the LAV is
the French Panhard VBL. The compact
LAV measures 4.4m long, 2.04m wide
and 1.85m high. It weighs 4.5-tonnes
empty, and it reaches a top road
speed of 100km/h thanks to a 160hp,
water-cooled, four-cylinder diesel
engine. The compact vehicle can carry
a 1,000kg payload.

14 MILITARY MACHINES INTERNATIONAL MAY 2013

The diminutive LAV ensures easy
strategic and tactical transportation. It
has high mobility and can be
transported by CH-47J/JA Chinook
helicopter as an under-slung load. The
C-130H Hercules transport aircraft can
carry the LAV, and it is certified for
parachute airdrops when packaged
with corrugated cardboard to aid
shock absorption.

A conventional layout sees the
engine mounted in the front beneath
an armoured bonnet, with the crew
compartment located behind it. The
driver and front-seat passenger look
through a two-piece windscreen made

“THE TAGTICAL VEHIGLE

W\ i - ]
‘ Abovﬁwhe LAV Reconnaissan
owage rack at t’he&h

Vehic

to car tra equipment, plus a basic machine g
.!hield%%hese'véﬁcl e used for
reconnaissance missions.




Above: a pair of JGSDF CH-47)J helicopters inserts LAVs during a training mission at Above: the LAV is carried by the CH-47 Chinook as an under-slung load
the Fuji Training Area. as it is too large to fit inside the helicopter internally.

18 USED FOR BATTLEFIELD LIAISON, RECONNAISSANCE, COMMAND AND GONTROL...”
o e S

. 'S

are required for the longer-range radios fitted. A

ance Vehicle. These
scout is manning the roof-mounted 5.56mm LMG.
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Far right: a pair of LAV
Machine Gun Vehicles
participating in a live-fire
exercise. The Minimi is made
domestically under license
by Sumitomo Heavy
Industries Limited.

Below: this LAV has just
been inserted onto a
‘battlefield’ by Chinook
helicopter. The gunner in the
roof hatch has a 5.56mm

Type 89 assault rifle, the
standard weapon of JGSDF
infantrymen.

“The LAV runs
on run-flat
Bridgestone
steel radial
fyres.”

JAPANESE LAV

of ballistic-resistant glass. The four
side doors have a single bulletproof
glass panel in the upper portion. The
LAV runs on run-flat Bridgestone steel
radial tyres.

The right-hand-drive LAV
accommodates four people, with the
driver at the front right and vehicle
commander on his left. Two seats are
in the rear and between them is a
platform on which a crewmember can
stand when using the roof hatch. The
two-piece circular hatch in the roof
opens right and left. The hatches
offer limited protection to the gunner
standing in the opening. At the rear, a
large door opening to the right gives
access to the cargo compartment.

VARIANTS

A number of LAV variants have been
fielded by the JGSDF, although
differences between the types are
minimal at first glance. The LAV
versions are as follows:

(1) Company Commander’s
Vehicles carry a more powerful radio.
This radio requires a longer antenna
that is mounted above the driver’s

door. Many such vehicles have 2x4
76mm smoke grenade launchers.

(2) Platoon Commander’s Vehicles
are distinguished by a bank of four
76mm smoke grenade launchers
mounted either side of the hull and a
regular antenna arrangement.

(3) Machine Gun Vehicles feature a
gun shield in front of the roof hatch.
The most common armament is a
5.56mm Minimi light machine gun
fitted on a pedestal mount.

(4) Anti-Tank Missile Vehicles have
no shield or equipment fitted on the
roof so as to avoid damage when a
missile is launched. The missile
operator stands in the open roof
hatch when firing a shoulder-launched
Type 01 Light Anti-Tank Missile.

(5) Reconnaissance Vehicles carry
more powerful radios with longer
antennas. To allow more equipment
to be carried, a stowage rack is fitted
at the rear of the roof.




Above: a Company
Commander’s Vehicle, as
distinguished by a larger
antenna mounted above the
driver’s door and 76mm
smoke grenade launchers. It
is participating in a parade.

Left: the Anti-Tank Missile
Vehicle can be considered
the simplest LAV version as
it has no added features
such as smoke grenade
launchers or machine gun
shields. This is to prevent
damage from the back-blast
when the missile is
launched.

MAY 2013 MILITARY MACHINES INTERNATIONAL




"..Ieatures
include banks of
simoke grenade
|aunchers and
tulletproof
Windscreens...”

JAPANESE LAV

Right: a PKF variant of the
JIRSG in Irag. Note the olive
drab colour, large national
emblems, wire cutters on
the roof and smoke grenade
launchers. Though not fitted
here, many LAVs in Iraq
featured a turret to protect
the roof gunner, spare fuel
cans and a tyre mounted on
the rear. (Niels Quist)

Below right: this LAV can be
identified by the roof rack
frame on the rooftop as a

Reconnaissance Vehicle.
Unusually, no machine gun
or antennas are fitted here.

Technical data

Komatsu 4x4 Light Armoured Vehicle

Weight: 4,500kg
Combat weight: 5,500kg
Length: 4.4m
Width: 2.04m
Height: 1.85m
Ground clearance: 410mm

Crew: 4

Engine: 160hp, water-cooled, 4-stroke,
4-cylinder diesel engine

Maximum road speed: 100km/h

Range: 500km
Maximum gradient: 60%

Typical armament:

1x 5.56mm Minimi machine gun

(6) PKF Vehicles are designed
specifically for peacekeeping forces.
Special features include smoke
grenade launchers and reinforced
bulletproof windscreens, as well as
bulletproof side and rear windows.
Other PKF equipment is a rotating
armoured weapon turret offering
3602 protection for the roof gunner,
and pole-type wire-cutters fitted on
the front edge of the roof.

(7) JASDF Vehicles are used by the
Japan Air Self-Defence Force to
protect airfields. This olive drab-
painted variant is fitted with a radio
set unique to the JASDF.

The PKF Vehicle requires a further
note. A number were despatched,
first to Kuwait and then to southern
Irag, to support the Japanese Iraq
Reconstruction and Support Group
(JIRSG) in Iraq in early 2004. The JIRSG
contingent numbered around 600

18 MILITARY MACHINES INTERNATIONAL MAY 2013

personnel, with nine rotations
occurring between 19 January 2004
and 18 July 2006. The task force was
notable for being the first non-UN
overseas deployment of Japanese
troops since WWII. The JIRSG was
based in Samawah alongside Dutch
and Australian troops. Vehicles wore
large Japanese flags emblazoned on
the front, sides and rear of the hull.

PRODUCTION

Japan presently has more than 1,630
LAVs in service, and they are being
produced at a rate of about 100 per
year. Vehicles are generally painted in
the typical JGSDF green and earth
brown camouflage scheme. However,
plain olive drab is another colour
option witnessed. The JASDF also
operates approximately 120 LAVs to
guard its airbases, these being
adopted from 2004 onwards.



Workmg tanks & military vehicles =

MUCKLEBURGH

MILITARY COLLECTION » Q

ESTABLISHED 1978
Weyhourne, Norfolk, England NR25 7EH

Situated In the South East of England. in Eton
wWick, close to Eton College and within sight of
windsor Castle. History on Wheels is more than just
a motor museum.

The hMuseum was first openaed to the public in 1980,
and as the name implies. within this Museunm can be

Sumlay 2" June

found a truly unique collection of Motors., both ‘
miilitary and civilian, Militaria. from 1900 to the 1950's
from all conflicting Nations., and Memories, illustrating *
artefacts of all types from both the civilian and . 7 :

> e fr - o - o k
YT e iran. Wiltary Displays e Displays o Vehicle Parade o Military Vehicle Rides
Criginally constructed as an indoor riding school, the ¥ -  RAF& ﬂl‘ Illsnlays 3 Tﬂllk Drives © Shnp & Stalls ¢ caterlnn

prir;cir:c:l buillding was converted in the late 1970's

to house the Tony Oliver private collection of Vehicles
and Militaria.
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www.muckleburgh.co.uk
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Yorkshire Air
BATTLEGRO

featuring the Yor

flilitary Vehi

th | Oth Tynse o :
8"/9™ June 2013, Kettering
www.wicksteedatwar.co.uk = .f Wicksteed atWar
PIVE INCORPORATING THEMILITARY VERICLE TRUST Fve
NATIONALSHOW 2013
MILITARY VEHICLES OF ALL TYPES - EXHIBITORS’ STANDS
and TRADE STALLS - SPECTACULAR MILITARY DIORAMAS

Beer Festival with over 30 fraditional Ales and Ciders, 40s Dance on Saturday Night,
Free Entertainment throughout the weekend, Military Road Run Friday Night,
8 Vehicle & Re-enactor Classes to be Won, Mini Tank Rides, Fire Engine Squirt,
BBWF Fly Past (to be confirmed), Tank displays, Mock Battle, Marching Bands.

Admission
£10 Adult, £8 Concession, £5 Child, £26 Family (2 Adults & 3 Children)
Discounted advance rates for groups
AllI'Booking enquiries to : 01904,608595
museum@yorkshireairmuseum:org
www.yorkshireairmuseum.org
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' chksteed Park,Barton Road )
Kettering, Northants NN15 6N]

Contact - Re-enactor Groups: John Denny 07713 636760
Vehicles & Trade Stalls: Tim Hawkes 01536 799 395
Website for the Park: www.wicksteedpark.co.uk
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Above: one of the first 600 Bohringer-produced Unimogs.

Left: clearly a sole Unimog variant could not meet all the needs
of an expanding customer base, and in 1953 the updated
401/402 series was launched.

he history of what became
the Mercedes-Benz Unimog
traces back to the autumn of
1945 when the first drawings of

this to-be-iconic vehicle were One was soon found in Boehringer

produced by Albert Friedrich, the Bros, with the first production

former head of aero engine designat  Unimogs made in 1949. As a former

Daimler-Benz. Friedrich’s plan was to machine tool manufacturer, Unimog

develop an agricultural implement production was a reprieve for

carrier for a Germany that under post- Boehringer, the company’s premises

war occupational proposals was scheduled to have been dismantled

joreseen as a primarily agrarian state, due to the manufacturing restrictions
and one with only limited and strictly e T erented.Corman
controlled industrialisation allowed. pBoehrinpger walllamitimaty ¥;

Friedrich’s implement carrier, the ¢ A
original conceF:)t drawings for which he produce 600 Unimogs before being Above: Portuguese Army U411, produced between 1965 and 1974,

had sketched during the war, was be permitted to return to its former and still serving (if only just...) in 2008...
superior to both traditional tractors
and prime movers, and by late-1946 a
developmental partnership had been
formed with Erhard und S6hne (a gold
and silversmithing company...) and the
first test vehicle had been made. The
name Unimog was also created during
this time, and as an abbreviation of
the German term Universal-Motor-
Gerat.

The first Unimog demonstration
was made in the spring of 1947, and
despite the lack of a suitable diesel
engine at this time. The engine
problem was soon solved by Daimler-
Benz, which supplied its recently
developed OM 636, despite this
engine not having received production
approval at the time.The Unimog was
first shown publicly in August 1948 at
the Deutsche Landwirtschaftliche
Gesellschaft exhibition in Frankfurt
(German Agricultural Association).
Erhard und Séhne, despite enthusiastic
support for the Unimog’s
development, were hardly suited to
volume production and with perhaps
the obvious choice for volume
production (Daimler-Benz) forbidden
from producing all-wheel drive
vehicles at this time, a suitable
production partner was needed as a
matter of urgency.
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65 YEARS YOUNG

7 occupation, and from the autumn of
A — 1950 Daimler-Benz took over the
4 Unimog project, including its patents.
Production at Daimler’s Gaggenau
plant began in 1951, and in 1953 the
three-pointed Mercedes-Benz star
appeared on the Unimog radiator
grille for the first time, this not fully
replacing the original ox-head with
U-shaped horns trademark until 1956.
The Unimog quickly demonstrated
an ability to perform outside the
___Below:.a LithuaniansArmy™  agricultural sector, and was soon
U404s ambulance thatis  establishing itself in a wide range of
itself in need of some  ¢0j5ist roles, these including
medical attention...  ijitary The first military customer
Below centre left: a for the Unimog is belieyed to have
Peruvian Navy U4oas;  Deen the French Army in Germany,
U404S production ran from | Placing an order in 1950/51 for 400 of
1955 until 1980. = the then sole variant in production.

?P-:::'s X
‘g?ff
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Portuguese Army U417; a rarity,
especially in this condition...

Supplied by Freightliner (before they became a
Daimler-owned company...), a US Army U406-based
Small Emplacement Excavator (SEE).
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65 YEARS YOUNG

Clearly a sole Unimog variant could
not meet all the needs of an
expanding customer base, and in 1953
the updated 401/402 series was
launched, this essentially the start of
true range and capability expansion.

MILITARY VARIANTS

In 1955 the first Unimog S (404 series)
was produced, this a military-focused
variant and one developed with
thoughts towards the pending
creation of new German armed forces
in 1956. The 404 series featured a
longer wheelbase, originally 2.7 m,
and a petrol engine, originally
2.2-litres and developing 82 hp. The
Unimog S remained in production
until 1980, and the type remains the
best-selling Unimog of all time. The
50,000th Unimog left the Gaggenau
production lines in May 1961, in 1977
the 200,000th Unimog was produced,
and by late-2012 around 340,395
Unimogs had been produced since
production commenced. In 1993
Mercedes-Benz introduced a 6x6
Unimog for the first time, the U2450L.

In 2000 the first models in the
U300 - U500 ranges were introduced,
these described as implement carriers
by Mercedes-Benz, and while they
retain many established Unimog traits,
the range-specific panoramic-type cab
and driveline choice makes these
models best-suited to civilian use. The
compact U20, the smallest Unimog
available and based on a shortened
U300 frame and featuring a cab from
the Brazilian Accelo light truck
(Caminhdes Leves) series, was added
to this range in 2008.

Current production models for
most military users are the U4000 and
U5000, these replacing the preceding
U1550 L and U2150 L 4x4 and U2450L
6x6 models in production from August
2002 (U3000 and U4000), with the
U5000 entering production mid-2003.

To coincide with the introduction
of the U3000 (now discontinued) and
U4000 models, Unimog production
moved from Gaggenau, which had
produced over 320,000 Unimogs in 51
years of production, to a new facility
at Worth, Germany. Unimogs have
also been licence-produced in
Argentina, Australia, Indonesia, South
Africa and Turkey.

NEW GENERATION

In 2012 Mercedes-Benz added a 6x6
version of the U5000 to the Unimog
line-up, this introduction doubtless
encouraged by earlier after-market
6x6 adaptations of the 4x4 U5000 by
SOFRAME (for a Saudi CAESAR

artillery order) and Krauss-Maffei-
Wegmann (KMW), for a recovery
variant of the armoured Dingo 2.

As with previous generations of
Unimog, the base chassis and
driveline of the latest U4000 and
U5000 models is adaptable for a
number of other roles, in particular
that of light armoured vehicles. The
Unimog U5000 is currently the base of
the Doosan Infracore Defense
Products BG Barracuda APC, the
Krauss-Maffei Wegmann (KMW) All-
Protected Vehicle (APV), the Nexter
Aravis, the Otokar Kaya, the
Rheinmetall Landsysteme Condor
APC, the SVOS MPV U-5000, and the
Tenix (now BAE Systems) S600
Internal Security Vehicle.

Top: German Army U1300L
with assorted bodies and
aftermarket protection kits
for use in Kosovo.

Below: Belgian Army
U1550L in Kosovo fitted
with basic anti-riot
protection.
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The overall layout of the latest
generation military Unimog (covered
in the following text) remains the
same as that of earlier models, that
being conventional with the engine
and cab at the front and the standard
troop carrying/cargo body at the rear.
The standard cab is an all-steel tiltable
two-door model that seats two or
three (two-passenger bench seat
optional). A roof hatch is standard;
the backrest of the passengers’ seat
tilting forward to form a standing
platform. Hydraulic suspension for
driver and single passenger seats is an
option, as is air-conditioning. A seven-
seat crew-type cab is a further option.
Left- or right-drive versions are
available. An exchangeable armoured
cab has been developed for the
Unimog by Mercedes-Benz in
conjunction with Ressenig of Austria.

The cab mounts to the chassis via
three bearing mounting points. The
chassis is a C-section torque-resistant
ladder-type design with tubular cross-
members. Tow and/or recovery points
can be fitted front and rear.
Platforms, box-type bodies and flats
for shelters are mounted on the
chassis by means of a torsion-free
sub-frame. The standard troop
carrying/cargo-type body can seat up
to 16.

Early U3000 and U4000 Unimogs
were powered by a Mercedes-Benz
OM 904 LA diesel, the larger U5000
being powered by the OM 924 LA, a
bored and stroked version of the OM
904 LA. Motive power for the current
U4000 and U5000 Unimogs is now
provided by a EURO 5 version of these
engines (EURO 3 options remain
available), these developing 177 hp at

As with previous generations of Unimog, the base
chassis and driveline of the latest U4000 and
U5000 models is adaptable for a number of roles,

and the Unimog U5000 is the base of the

Krauss-Maffei Wegmann Dingo 2
All-Protected Vehicle.

Top left: Taiwanese
.commercially procured
3.85 m wheelbase U4000
elter.

Above centre: Australian
Army U2450 6x6 Medium
Recovery Vehicle.

Above: Lithuanian Army

U5000 fuel tanker and
companion trailer.
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2,200 rpm and 810 Nm torque at
1,200-1,600 rpm (U4000) and 218 hp
at 2,200 rpm and 810 Nm torque at
1,200-1,600 rpm (U5000).

For the first time in the Unimog
range engines in these latest models
are coupled to a Mercedes-Benz
8F/6R Electronic Pneumatic Shift (EPS)
gearbox. A further 8F/6R working
gears are optional, as is fully
automatic shifting. A two-speed
transfer box is integrated within the
gearbox and all aggregates are sealed
against dust, sludge and water. In the
event of an electronics failure, some
gears may be engaged pneumatically
via an emergency switch.

To allow for the fixing of
accessories such as engineering
attachments, winch, snow plough,
dozer blade or crane, a single circuit
hydraulic system with two quick-
release couplings front and rear, a
maximum working pressure of 240 bar
and a circuit capacity of 60 I/min is
optional, as is a 2,200 or 3,600 rpm (at
an engine speed of 2,200 rpm) power
take-off (PTO).

The Unimog is well known for its
excellent cross-country capabilities.
This results mainly from the
combination of portal beam-type hub-
reduction axles, long-travel coil
springs and differential locks that can
be engaged/disengaged pneumatically
while on the move, without touching
the clutch.

A central tyre inflation system
(CTIS) that allows the driver to adjust
tyre pressure on the move to suit
prevailing ground conditions is an
option. A selection of tyre sizes and
tread types are available, standard fit
being 12.5R 20.



Make Sure You . .
Have The Right Insurance for Military Vehicles
Cover

Adrian Flux Insurance Services
know how much your classic
military vehicle means to you.
That's why we are dedicated to
finding you a policy,tailor-made
fo your own personal
requirements and driving
history. Call us today for a free,
no obligation quote.

0800 081 8989 Pofiy bensfis can incluce:

m Agreed Value B FREE Legal Cover m Collections Cover

adrianflux.co.uk B Modified Cover W Limited Mileage  m Rally And

-plat H Club Discounts Event Cover
Authorised and regulated by "Q pla s

the Financial Services Authority

‘www.mod-sales.com
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LHD 1.1 ton payload, 2 seater left hand drive configuration, 4x2, Combat engineer tractor (CET), Fitted Rolls Royce Diesel engine, Alvis CVRT Shielder, Tracked Armoured load carrier with flat bed platform, The flat bed can
fitted Lombardini 1.4 litre diesel engine and 2 speed forward and 2 reverse CVT, 2x Driving positions, Front bucket, Winch Etc. adopted for a wide range of roles such as logistic carrier, bridge layer repair / recovery and tow-
1.4 litre Lombardini diesel engine, etc, Year 2009, Mileage from 100 kms, Very good condition, ing. Built to a high specification the vehicle hull is composed of aluminium armour to protect the
Excellent Condition, Price £12,500 (75 Available) Price P.O.A (5 Available) crew, etc, Mileage from 500, Excellent condition, Guide price from £15,000 (20 Available).
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Land Rover Wolf 90 Soft Top, The vehicle is powered by a 300TDi Land Rover Tithonus 110 Defender Hard Top, Fitted 2.5ltr NAD engine, 5 speed gear Land Rover 90,110 RHD, MOD spec, 2.5 Diesel N/A engine (some reconditioned),
engine and features power steering, etc, Mileage from 36,000 km, forward and one reverse gear box,HilLow transfer box, Centre Diff lock, Front disc brakes,  LT77 5 speed Gearbox, Hi/Low Transfer Gearbox, Diff Lock, Mileages from 50,000,
Very good condition, Rear drum brakes, etc, mileage from 22,000 kms, Excellent condition, Guide Price for Choice of Hard top and Soft top available,

Guide price from £6,995 ( 10 Available) RHD £5,000 to £7500 , Guide Price for LHD £6,500 to £8,500 ( 20 Available) Guide price for RHD from £3,250, (25 Available)

STHAN(PRCIALIST VISNCLES) LTD G5

Sales and Marketing Agent for all Ministry of Defence Vehicles and Mobile Plant.
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One of the Chilean Army’s Sherman tanks
seen here during one of its first periods of
service in the harsh Atacama desert.
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Santiago Rivas looks at the

:

14 Sherman tank used by the Ghilgan I\my

he Chilean Army’s association

with tanks began with a small

batch of Carden Lloyd Mk VI and

Mk VI b light tanks purchased in
1929. In 1942 they were replaced by
the first examples of the M3A1
Stuarts, which arrived as part of the
US government support package to
Chile in exchange for their war
declaration to the Axis countries
during WW2, and on 15th April 1944
the first armoured units were created,
those being the
Destacamento/Regimiento Blindado
No.1 based in the Northern city of
Iquique and the
Destacamento/Regimiento Blindado
No.2 based at Santiago.

After the war, most countries in the
region began to acquire quantities of
surplus tanks from US stocks,
especially Argentina, which received
the M4 Sherman, but Chile continued
with the Stuart as their only tank
asset, which was no match for the
Sherman. On October 1952 the US
government sent a military mission to
assess the state of the Chilean Army,
concluding that it was not prepared to
face a modern war and most of its
equipment was obsolete. Following
the mission, and as part of the Military
Assistance Plan of the US government,
it was decided to transfer further
quantities of equipment to Chile to
enable it to create a Mechanised

e

§
i
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L CHILEAN SHERMANS
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A column of M4 Shermans
pictured here in the late
seventies on the coast of
the Atacama desert. Note
that they are all of the
cast hull variety.

Reconnaissance Battalion based on
US standards.

To this end the equipment
supplied by the US included sixteen
second hand Sherman M4A1E9
medium tanks, one M-4E9M1A1 with
dozer, twenty-one M24A1 Chaffee
Light tanks, three M32 recovery tanks
(locally named ‘Panchotes’), twenty-
eight M3 half-tracks, sixty GMC
trucks, six M2A1 105mm guns, six
Piper L-19A observation planes (later
transferred to the Air Force), and one
hundred jeeps and an assortment of
other equipment and spares, which
arrived to the harbour of Antofagasta
on the ships Gulf Farmer, Gulf
Merchant and Gulf Shipper between
May 1953 and August 1954.

REORGANISATION

The equipment was assigned to the
Regimiento de Caballeria Mecanizado

——

No.8 Exploradores of the 2nd Division
of the Army, under command of Lt.
Cnl. Jorge Poblete Artigas, but after
the M24 Chaffee were received, on
11th August 1953 the name was
changed to the Grupo de Exploracién
Mecanizado No.1 and when the
Shermans arrived, on the 2nd March
1954 the unit became the
Destacamento Blindado No.2.

The organization of the unit
included a tank squadron with the
Sherman tanks, three reconnaissance
squadrons with the M24A1 and M3
half-tracks and Jeeps to carry radios,
machine guns and supplies. There was
also a motorised artillery battery with
the six 105mm guns, three Jeeps and
twelve GMC trucks, a Service and
Communications section, with Scout
Car, the M32 recovery vehicles, fuel,
transport and crane trucks, and
various other vehicles.

The Sherman squadron was
organized with a command equipped
with two tanks and three platoons
equipped with five tanks each. Each
platoon was divided in two sections of
two tanks each and a tank for the
platoon chief. The Chilean Shermans
were former US Army examples from
the first series that had been rebuilt
during WW2. They were armed with a
75mm gun, a single 12.7mm machine
gun and two 7.62mm MGs and were
powered by a Continental R975 C1
radial engine, with only the M32
having an R974.

In 1957 the unit changed its name
yet again, becoming the Regimiento
de Caballeria Blindado No.8
‘Exploradores’ and in 1962 became

ek . -

the Regimiento Mecanizado No.8
‘Exploradores’. During the early
sixties, some of the tanks were
‘personalised’ with cartoons painted
on the sides of the turrets by the
crews, while each tank received a
number from 01 to 17 as standard.

The Shermans had seen little use
on field exercises until 1960, when
General Héctor Martinez Amaro
became commander of the 2nd
Division, and he decided to organise a
large exercises to increase the
readiness of the units, starting with
one beginning on the 20th November
1961 in the Atacama desert, with all
the units of the Division and aircraft
from the Chilean Air Force, divided in
two opposing armies and the
Shermans become part of the red
force.

After five days of operations, it
was clear that the vehicles were not
being maintained properly and most
of them had suffered a variety of
mechanical problems, and they also
sustained a lot of damage due to the
rigors of the exercise, all of which
highlighted the fact that they were ill
prepared for a large scale war. One
problem was the fact that the
Shermans had to travel the long
distance from their unit to the range
under their own power because there
were no trucks to carry them, causing
damage to the tanks.

In 1964 the Chilean tank force was
supplemented by ten M41 Walker
Bulldog tanks, relegating the
Shermans as the second tank in terms
importance. It was planned to receive
three M74 recovery vehicles, an




CHILEAN SHERMANS

improved version of the M32, with
them, but they were never delivered.

Following further exercises over
the next few years, most of the tanks
were quickly taken out of service due
to a series of mechanical failures, and
in 1964 the remaining spares were
used to put them back into service
again, however, despite the best
efforts of the mechanics, just twelve
Shermans and two M32s remained in
service by the year end.
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CHANGES

A new change to the unit occurred
when on 1st March 1968 the Escuela
de Blindados del Ejército (Army
Armoured School) was established,
leading to the serials of the Shermans
being changed, to E1468 to E1484 and
all the cartoons painted on the turrets
were removed and replaced by a
Chilean emblem and the armour
troops insignia in yellow. The tank
force by then was very small and old,
having only twelve M3 Stuarts at the
Regimiento Granaderos at Iquique,
twelve serviceable Shermans, two
M32, about twelve M24 Chaffee at
Antofagasta, ten M41A3 and eight M3
Stuart at the Regimiento Blindado N22
at Santiago.

On 11th September 1973 the
Chilean Armed Forces raised up

Top right: one of the M32
recovery tanks seen here
towards the end of service.

Left: wooden mock up of a
Sherman built during the 1978
tension with Argentina.

Far left: M32 recovery
Sherman removing the turret
of an M-24 Chaffee.

against the government of President
Salvador Allende and after a brief
action he was deposed, which was
quickly followed by his suicide. To
secure the order in Santiago, on 15th
September five Shermans were sent
using trucks from a private company
from Antofagasta to Santiago under
command of Lt. Roberto Arancibia to
serve with Regimiento Blindado No.2
for some days, but due to problems
with the trucks they didn’t arrive until
the 25th.

Four of them were used each night
to secure the Estadio Nacional, where
the supporters of the deposed
government were imprisoned. On one
day, the crew of one tank heard
gunfire and moved to Grecia Avenue
where they received fire from
automatic weapons before a group of

Left: following its retirement
from service, this Sherman,
serial number 02, was used
as a target for other tanks.
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CHILEAN SHERMANS

Above: this Sherman is
preserved at the Regimiento
Logistico No.3 Limache.

Top right: and this Sherman
is preserved at the
headquarters of the 2nd
Division of the Army.

Bottom: crews are pictured
here with a line of M4
Shermans, the exact date
the photo was taken is not
known, but it must be some
time after 1968, as
witnessed by the extra
serials of the Escuela de
Blindados del Ejército.

51

policemen that were advancing with
the tank fired back, but the tanks
returned to Antofagasta in December
without seeing any more action.
When Peru purchased 146
Russian-built T-55A tanks in the early
seventies, it was clear that the small
force of Shermans was not enough in
quantity or quality to defend Chile, so
in 1973 it was decided to modernise
the Shermans while the Army
evaluated the purchase of new tanks.
The analysis made by Famae, the
Army workshops, declared it was not
worthwhile modernising the
Shermans as they were pretty much
obsolete. As a final effort to extend
the life of the Shermans they were
overhauled and returned to full
operational duties with new radios,
and shortly after, in 1975 they were
deployed to the area of Arica, the
northern province of Chile and border
with Peru, including two which were
sent to Caleta Vitor to act as coastal
artillery in case of a Peruvian landing.
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Tension with Peru was increasing
during 1975 but by 1976 the situation
was less tense and they returned to
Antofagasta, but tension increased
with Argentina instead, with situation
worsening by the end of 1978, which
saw the Shermans being sent to the
Andes to impede any attack across
the mountains.

Because there were so few
Shermans available, wooden mock
ups were built and installed in many
passes on the mountains, to simulate
real tanks and were positioned to
defend the pass against an attack
from Argentina. Fortunately war was
averted and the Shermans remained
mobilised until the end of 1979, when
they returned to Antofagasta.

By now their condition was very
poor indeed, partly due to their age
and partly because of their yearlong
deployment, so when the Chilean
government reached an agreement
with Israel for them to supply a batch
of M51, in 1980 the M4A1E9 were

finally retired from service. One was
transferred to FAMAE in 1981 where
it was used for tests without the
turret, and the M32 recovery vehicles
were kept in service with the arrival of
the new vehicles and served until
1989. One of them was transferred to
the Batallon de Mantencion de
Material Blindado y Artilleria (Artillery
and Armoured Material Maintenance
Battalion) and one to the Regimiento
de Caballeria Blindada Dragones at
Punta Arenas, to the south of the
country.

Currently, the three M32 recovery
vehicles and at least ten of the
M4A1E9 gun tanks are known to be in
preservation at museums and
monuments, while the others were
used as hard targets on ranges.

In next month’s issue | will be taking
a look at the later model Israeli
supplied M51 Shermans.
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Royal Air Force
Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight

o

B 22 A 23 JUNE 2013

© Battle (Sun.) © .
© Militaria Stalls © gc%ﬂﬁﬂfﬁfgfr%

© Re-enactors ©
© Tanks © © Food & Bar © |
.0 Adult;EB & Children £5 & Family £20 & Conce-ssions £4 O

Call Paul on 0779 159 1528 or visit

WWW.ASHDOWNCAMP.WEBS.COM

Ashdown Farm, Badsey, Nr. Evesham, Worcestershire, WR11 7EL
Just 200yds off A46, AA signposted, gates open 10.00am daily

© 40’s Entertainment ©
& Arena Events ©
© Armoury ©

;

ADMISSION PRICES ADULTS £10 | CONCESSIONS £8
CHILDREN £5 (under 5 Years FREE)
FAMILY TICKET £25 (2 Adults + 2 Children)

TICKETS AVAILABLE ON THE GATE OR IN ADVANCE
FROM TICKETWEB.CO.UK

FLYING DISPLAYS INCLUDING BATTLE OF BRITAIN MEMORIAL FLIGHT
LIVING HISTORY DISPLAYS & TANK RIDES <> PARADE OF TANKS
CLASSIC CARS < KIDS ACTIVITES <> MILITARY & COLLECTORS STALLS

www.militaryandflyingmachines.org.uk
DAMYNS HALL AERODROME, AVELEY ROAD, UPMINSTER, ESSEX RM14 2TN

* GRANSWICK
. DRIFFIELD|
Y025 9PF

TEL 0137712676207 07786468297

|
/8.2000 Clothing,
ks, Accessories, RAF
SS Uni_forms, Desert Clothi__n

RUSHDEN HISTORICAL TRANSPORT SOCIETY
th
PROUDLY PRESENT THE 35 ANNUAL

CAVALCADE

of HISTORICAL TRANSPORT & COUNTRY SHOW

—

Vintage Vehicles, Military Displays, Rural Crafts, Real Ale Bar, Model
Exhibitions, Art & Craft Marquee, Vintage Fair Rides, Children’s
Entertainment, Polly’s Parrots Road Show, Trade Stalls, Arena
Events, Motorcycle Display Team. (Over 1200 exhibits expected)

RUSHDEN - NORTHANTS
A6, Bedford Rd , south of Rushden, NN10 O0SN

4™ 5™ & 6™ May 2013
Adults £7.00, Senior Citizens & Children 5 to 16 £5.00,

Family £20.00 (2 Adults & 2 Children)

FREE PARKING
Trade & Exhibition enquiries 01933 315006 or
bjw@uwclub.net
Other enquiries 01933 350415
www.cavalcade.org.uk
ATTRACTIONS ATTEND SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY
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and in 1898 he purchased a steam
powered Locomobile car. This car was
very unreliable so Thomas’s son Rollin
set about improving it. Rollin was very
industrious and in 1900 he and his
three brothers set up their own
business manufacturing steam cars of
their own design and the following
year they diversified into commercial
vehicles. In 1909 they introduced
internal combustion engines and
marketed a 1-1/2-ton petrol engine
truck soon to be followed by a three
ton and then five-ton truck.

In 1909 the US Army purchased a
1-1/2-ton White, which two years later
they tested against trucks built by
FWD, Sampson and Autocar over a
route of almost entirely unimproved
roads. Unfortunately, just before the
test began the White truck was
‘disabled’ but a quick telegram was
sent to White who immediately sent a
replacement. The approximate 600
mile journey from Washington to Fort
Benjamin Harris had been estimated

b I .-' ¥ "‘.'.

Y

P Caiﬁﬁfahc"rc Whites
g gn Honiton Devon.

Main photo opposite: these Doughboys
are being carried in a French army
White TC and driven by two troops
from French Indo China or Vietnam
as it is now called. (Photo NARA).

Judging by the mud splattered over
the water tank the crew have been
trying to get this TC out of this
Mexican mud for quite a while.

to take three weeks but it was actually
seven when all but the Sampson
(which had burned out connecting rod
bearings) arrived. The Autocar had
performed faultlessly but both the
FWD and White had suffered
mechanical breakdowns. The ability of
the FWD and White to continue was
only made possible by the occasional
telegram ordering replacement parts
which the Companies (with a certain
sense of business acumen) were
always very quick to despatch.

“The origins of the
company go hack

0 1859..."

WHITE GOES TO WAR

Whites were imported and marketed
in the UK by the company of White-
Colman. One of their first
customers was actually the
Russian War Office who in
1912 purchased ten 3-ton
models from them which was
to be the first of a series of
orders. France would become
a very large user of Whites
and in 1914 they purchased
600 of the 2-ton model TBC
alone. It appears that the
British Army was not very
enthusiastic about the
White and as a result
photographs of them are
very rare. The
photographs of the
Whites in British army
service probably show those
that had been imported prior to the

R

These US TC Whites have special bodies
for carrying refrigerated food.

A very rare photograph of
a 3-ton White TC in
British Army service.
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WHITE TRUCKS

war by White-Colman that the British
War Department impressed on the
outbreak of war.

Although hardly used by the
British the White name does appear
on the list of vehicles serviced at the
St Omer repair depot. The reason for
this is that the Canadian Army
purchased White trucks so the St
Omer reference probably related to
the repair of those ones. The
probable reason why the British
didn’t buy the White is that the
French were very enthusiastic about it
and purchased them in large

Top left: in 1914 White
went to left hand drive
indicating that this TBC
must be either one of the
first military ones or one
which was impressed.

Top right: lined up in a
repair park in France
these US Army Whites
are all in need of a
rebuild. (Photo NARA).

Above: the TBC was
claimed to be the best
American-built medium
truck of the war.

Left: this enormous White
TKA-ATC appears through

on an American street. The drivers
have some sort of screen to
protect them from the weather.
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“With its 30HP
engine and top speed
of 40 Mph the TBC
Wwas considered to be
the best medium
truck available.”

numbers. Rather than upsetting the
status quo the British would leave the
French to purchase Whites and in
return the French would leave the
British War Department to purchase
the other well known three ton chain
drive truck manufactured by Peerless.
Such an arrangement would make the
supply of spare parts much easier to
manage.

MEXICAN CAMPAIGN

Despite having been tested on
manoeuvres and found to be an
excellent truck the US military had not
purchased more than a handful of
Whites. This was to change in 1916
when the Mexican bandit Pancho Villa
crossed in to America and murdered
17 American citizens. A punitive
expedition under the command of
General Pershing was sent in to
Mexico to apprehend him and in
order to achieve this a great number
of trucks would be required. An order
was sent to White for 104 of the

1 1/2-ton TBC and 13 of the 3-ton
chain drive TC models. Ten of the TC
models were fitted with water tanks
while the remaining three were
equipped as mobile workshops. Of the
104 TBC models, two were used as
wreckers, seven as water tankers and
the remainder as general service
trucks. During the whole campaign
the Whites behaved admirably. A few
weeks after the punitive expedition
ended the United States would
become embroiled in the First World



War. White had already demonstrated
to the military the ruggedness and
reliability of their trucks in some of
the worst conditions in the world. It
would be no surprise that White
would already be considered to be an
ideal candidate for service in Europe.

EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

With its 30HP engine and top speed of
40 Mph the TBC was considered to be
the best medium truck available. The
American expeditionary Force (AEF)
desperate for trucks of any sort
quickly purchased 394 straight off the
production line, all but 67 of these
going straight to France. The AEF
placed orders for 9,201 built to a
standardised specification and then a
further 3,000 to be built under licence
by Peerless. By the end of the war
only 1,813 of these had been
delivered and contracts were quickly

o

cancelled. Peerless had not completed
one before their contract was
terminated.

The AEF purchased only 306 of the
three-ton TC models, of which 280
were taken to France. White need not
have been disappointed though as the
AEF were looking for a suitable
ambulance and found that Whites
GBE chassis with a 30HP engine to be
ideal. Orders were placed for 2,695 of
which 2,196 were delivered by the
war’s end.

Cut timber and logs were crucial to
the fighting on the western Front and
in order to make up a shortfall in
specialist trucks to do this work the
Corps of Engineers purchased 48 of
the 5-ton White chain drive TKA-ATC
model. As it was thought that these
trucks would spend their life working
in the countryside rubber tyres were
discounted and they were supplied
with wide steel wheels. Fitted with a

Above: only one of these
White Telegraph trucks
went to France. The cab
offers a significant
amount of bad weather
protection for the driver
(Photo NARA).

Bottom left: carrying the
markings of the US 33
Infantry Division is this
camouflaged White
reconnaissance car.

Bottom right: the White
“Observation Car” could
carry 6 people and a
variety of observation
and plotting equipment
for observing artillery fire
in the field.

60hp 6-cylinder engine and looking
like a much enlarged TC it must have
appeared and sounded very
impressive.

The US Signal Corps must have
liked the White TBC as they fitted
some with radios (powered by a
generator running from the engine) to
create a mobile radio unit or what
they described as a “Radio Tractor”.
Some were equipped with a more
complicated radio and aerial system in
order to intercept German radio
transmissions. Just one White TC was
fitted out as a mobile telegraph office,
but as telegraph required the laying of
cables the benefits of a mobile
telegraph office was probably limited.

ARTILLERY

The US Corps of Artillery was very
good at designing specialist vehicles to
meet particular needs. Two examples
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ALL WHITE

of these were the “Reconnaissance
and Observation cars” which were
built on the White one-ton chassis,
which had been fitted with a larger
28.9HP 4-cylinder engine. Known as
the TEBO, by the end of the war 2,695
of these chassis had been ordered by
the Corps of Artillery of which 575
had arrived in France. The
reconnaissance and observation type
bodies fitted to the TEBO were
interchangeable and delivered
separately from the chassis. By the
end of the war 320 reconnaissance
and 189 observation type bodies had
arrived in France. The reconnaissance

car was designed to carry 12 men in
two forward and two rearward facing
bench seats. The Corps of Artillery
obviously cared about their men’s
wellbeing as not only was it fitted
with a glass windscreen (with sun
visor) but also roll-down side screens
which could completely enclose the
back of the vehicle to protect the
passengers from inclement weather.
Underneath and behind the seats
were large storage lockers for holding
tools and equipment.

The body of the Observation car
looked more like a large staff car
having two rows of three seats. On
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Left: photographed on the
Western Front this US
Navy Reconnaissance car
is probably attached to a
Naval rail gun battery.

Below: the US Signal Corps
apparently liked the
White TBC and have
fitted this one out as a
‘Radio tractor’.

(Photo NARA).

the running boards and on the back of
the car were large storage lockers for
holding the plotting boards, optical
and measuring equipment which was
necessary for observing and adjusting
artillery fire.

The Corps of Artillery also found
the White TBC to be ideal platform for
their 75mm anti aircraft gun. To
prevent the truck tipping over as a
result of the recoil it was fitted with
four outriggers which would be
unfolded when the truck went into
action. Only 51 of these vehicles were
built some of which certainly arrived
in France before the end of the war.

THE END

In the 1920’s White was the largest
producer of trucks sold in the USA,
accounting for one in every ten new
trucks sold. White grew to include
such other well known marques as
Diamond T, Autocar and REO before
falling into financial difficulty and
being taken over by Volvo in the
1980’s. Volvo dropped the White
name in the 1990’s and yet another
famous name has disappeared.
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Tankograd 9020 Challenger 1

The Last Cold War Era Tank of
Britain's Armoured Corps. lllustrated
with 128 colour photographs and

5 b8w photographs, B4 pages.
£13.99

MILITAR
FAHRZEUG

MILITARFAHRZEUG 2-2013 Neuer
5-Tonner Hauber, Leoparden im
Waldkampf, Schienen-LKW der
Wehrmacht, U.S. Army Military
Police, British Warthog. Please nate
this is now full German Text only.
£9.99

0 g.5. 4x4 MRAP
__MaxxPro i

U.S 4x4 MRAP MaxxPro in Detail
MaxxPro and MaxxPro Dash DXM.
96 pages,paperback, 260 colour
phatos, authors Ralph Zwilling, Mike
Collins.

£23.99

NUTS & BIZII.TS

Nuts & Bolts Vol.29

Raupenschlepper Ost RSO, 176
pages A4, 375 photas, of these 166
contempoarary photos in b&w, some
previous!| unpublished, plus colour
photas of surviving vehicles.

£23.95

Bookworld Wholesale Ltd.

Incorporating Avid Reader Mail Order Books

UK Distributors of Tankograd

Tankograd 7027 Svenska Armén
Vehicles of the Modern Swedish
Army. lllustrated throughout with

135 colour photographs + graphics,

64 pages.
£13.99

LEOPARD 2 MAINTENANCE

The pictorial walkarounds showing
the tank in various stages of
disassembly as carried out by units

on company and battalion level. 222

colour photos & 1/35 scale drgs.

Tank Art Volume 1 WWII German
Armor by Michael Rinaldi
There are many “how-to” books in

today's world of scale modeling, but

none has covered the “why", as well
as, the *how-to” - the modeler's

artistic approach, until now. P/back,

208 pages, full colour. £19.99

Fraam Wormandy io the Mordh Joa - 405

ALL

AN BATTLEDRESS

Lt

Allies in Battledress

Organisation, Uniforms, Insignia,
Tanks and Vehicles, Armament,
Equipment. Hardback, 152 pages.
Very well illustrated. Published by
Histoire and Collections.

£32.50

Unit 10 Hodfar Road, Sandy Lane Industrial Estate,

Stourport, Worcestershire, DY13 9GB
Tel: 01299 823330 Fax: 01299 829970

Tankograd 5042 Fahrzeug-Graffiti
IFOR-SFOR-EUFOR

Personalised Vehicle Markings during
the German Mission on the Balkans.
llustrated with 139 colour
photographs, B4 pages.

£13.99

German Panzers and Allied Armour in
Yugoslavia in World War Two

200 pages, this book is illustrated
with 358 black & white photographs,
most of which are hitherto
unpublished. Hardback.

£34.99

[ rﬂ;l'r!n

Panzer Aces Profiles

Guide to Camouflage and Insignia of
the German Tanks 1933-1945. Richly
illustrated throughout with many
colour plates, a number of period
pictures, detailed captions, colour
profiles of the mythical German Tanks,
72 pages. £18.99

1945 German Colors, Camouflage
Profile Guide 72 pages, more than
180 color renderings showing the
many camouflage patterns used on
common vehicles, and oddities used
by the German forces.

£18.99

Tankograd 5041 Fahrzeug-Graffiti
GECON-ISAF

Personalised Vehicle Markings

during the German Mission in
Afghanistan. lllustrated with 159
colour photographs, 64 pages.
£13.99

Tankograd 1007 Panzer-Kraftwagen
This is the most comprehensive
publication published on that subject
so far. 96 pages this publication is
illustrated with 152 black & white
phatographs.

£21.99

The Weathering Magazine “Chipping”
In this issue we describe in-depth
the weathering effects, known as
Chipping with the help of a wide
range of products and the latest
techniques, such as sponge, salt,
specialist chipping products, brush,
and masking fluids. £8.99

Painting Pin-Up Figures
A complete Guide for Basic to

Advanced Pin-Up Painters. Published

by Andrea Press. 86 pages, full
colour.
£21.99

Tankograd 4019 Deutsche
Panzereinheiten in der 0ZAK

German Armoured Formations in the
0ZAK 1943-45. lllustrated
throughout with 137 black & white
photographs + graphics, B4 pages.
£13.99

THE DESERT WAR
THEN AND NOW

The Desert War Then and Now
Hardback, 592 pages, over 2000
Black/White and Colour photos,
Published by After the Battle, author
Jean Paul Pallud.

£44.95

MODELLING TREES

GORDON GRAVETT

Modelling Trees Part One - Broadleaf
Trees 92 pages, full colour.

Messerschmitt

ﬁf 109 F

Messerschmitt Bf109 F The Ace
Maker 184-page book with 228
archive photas, colour profiles of 44
aircraft, 19 sheets of manual
reprints with detailed views and 20
sheets of 1/48, 1/72 & 1/32 scale
drawings. £18.99

YOU CAN VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.bookworldws.co.uk
Major Credit Cards Accepted, UK Cheques Payable To: Bookworld Wholesale UK Postage
Single Book £1.95 Two or Mare Books £4.00

=lelel{Welglel \\/Holesale Limited

T ARMORED
DIVISION

Tankograd 3019 1st Armored Division
Vlehicles of the 1st Armored Division
in Germany 1971-2011. lllustrated
with 101 colour photographs and 17
b8w photographs, B4 pages.

£13.99

e

T-26 Viariants in Detail

Soviet WWII Light Tanks Part One.
72 pages, 110 b8w history photos
and 75 colour photos. Published by
WWP Books.

£19.99

MODELLING TREES

GORDON GRAVETT

Modelling Trees Part Two - Conifers
92 pages, full colour.

P-38 Lightning at War Part 2

Two big decal sheets with 1/72,
1/48 and 1/32 individual markings
for eight P-38 Lightnings. Published
by Kagero, 18 pages, full colour.
£10.99

Overseas Airmail Please Add 15% of Order Valug, Minimum £4.50
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Left: T-60s parked on Red
Square during a practice
run for the big day.

he Russians do like to celebrate Bottom right: awaiting
anything at all and for pretty starting orders, a
much any reason actually, and ina RVt R YA\ BYA 1)
country that has special canvas cab and a
celebration days for tankers, Studebaker BM-13N
paratroopers, border guards, oilmen Katyusha MRS system in
and a myriad of other organisations, the background.
those who are celebrating their
particular event are ofte‘n to be seen T-60 tanks accompanied
on the streets of Russia in celebratory by GAZ-MM trucks
mood. My favourite recollection is of a  EEENSS PR T KR TE D)
group of serving VDV paratroopers and  gifi1 iR A1)
their NCO performing a routine that matter where in the
bore close resemblance to the Monty world you are.
Python’s ‘jumping over matchboxes’
sketch from the late 1960s. The spoof
was played to perfection and in good
humour, but with the military
discipline running in parallel with the
alcohol consumption - very serious
people being not very serious for the

dayll3ut | digress. The Russians love big 'sal”ll‘f

events above all, and few come bigger
than the military parades that in
recent years have been reintroduced

Main photo opposite: a
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Right: a GAZ-67B leads
a T-34/85 onto Red
Square, accompanied
by fabled ‘Siberian
Division’ infantry.

Top right: this scene
could have been Red
Square in 1945 or
during the Victory
Parade of 1946.

Far right below: all
vehicles must now pass
through a single ramp

onto Red Square, after
restoration of the
original gateway
buildings on the other
side of the State
Historical Museum.

Bottom: T-34/85s leave
Red Square with the
State Historical
Museum at the
entrance to the square
in the background.

SQUARE

RED SQUARE PARADE

on Moscow’s Red Square. The 9th
May ‘Victory Day Parades’ of new
equipment which were reintroduced
from 2008 were last year
complemented by a historical parade
held on 7th November 2011, in
commemoration of the last wartime
parade held on the square on 7th
November 1941, at a time when
German tank forces were literally
within a couple of hours driving range
of the Red Army parade, and with
fighter aircraft having been deployed
to protect the parade from German
bombers, on what turned out be a
cloudy day with the low cloud cover
providing protection from air attack.
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RED SQUARE PARADE

Left: a T-38 amphibious
light tank leaving the
parade, a rare tank to see
on the move anywhere in
the world, but one of an
increasing number of
restoration being
undertaken in Russia.

Below: a line up of T-60
light tanks after the
parade. This photograph
could have been taken in
1941, the year in which
year the T-60s went
straight from the parade to
the front line only a few
kilometres away!

Bottom: T-60 light tanks
spill onto Red Square.

"... WITH THE ADDITION OF ANOTHER UNIQUE VEHIGLE THAT WAS
"RESTORED FROM THE GRAVE', NAMELY A RARE GAZ-64 GOMMAND GAR..."

Last year’s 7th November 2011
commemorative parade was expected
to be a one-off event, but the parade
was repeated, and also significantly
enlarged this year. Though at first
glance the range of immaculately
restored (and obviously running!)
vehicles was identical to last year’s
participation, there were in fact some
subtle changes. Though the T-60 light
tanks were present again this year,
the T-37 amphibious light tanks
displayed last year were replaced with
the later T-38 model, the diminutive
and fragile looking tanks taking to the
cobbles alongside T-34-85s which
entirely dwarfed them. The other
vehicles present were the same as last
year, with the addition of another

unique vehicle ‘restored from the
grave’, namely a GAZ-64 command
car, the predecessor of the better-
known GAZ-67, the ‘Russian Willys'.
There had been rumours that an early
T-34 M-1941 would participate in the
parade; and indeed such a tank has
been restored to running condition by
the Muzei Tekhnika that restored the
T-38 and T-60 tanks on parade, but in
the event it didn’t make an
appearance. The restored vehicles in
their Red Square setting nevertheless
made for an impressive occasion, as
can be seen from the photographs.

Photographs: Jim Kinnear
& Andrey Aksenov
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WHITE SGOUT GAR

The White Scout Car, or fo be more correct, the M3A1 Scout Car, saw
widespread use during World War Two with the Allies in the scouting and
reconnaissance role as well as a number of more specialist roles. Looking
essentially like a wheeled version of the similar-looking M3A1 half-track, the
vehicle provided a certain amount of profection for the crew from bullefs and
shrapnel, but the open roof design was seen as something of a compromise,
offering good visibility for the crew, but making them more vulnerable af the
same fime. Despite the drawbacks the White Scout Car sfill proved fo be a
success and went on fo serve long after the war with a number of countries
around the world. This example is a regular at the Duxford military vehicle
show where the photo was taken during the vehicle cavalcade.
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Above: two M113 A3
(BMP-2C) on the move after
enemy contact. The first has

a 40mm Grenade Machine
Gun for self-defence. Note
the old woodland
camouflage uniform worn by
the OPFOR Soldiers.

Below: Bulgarian BMP-2 from
the 61st Stryamska
Mechanized Infantry Brigade.

R JUNCTIGN

xercise Saber Junction was a joint,
multinational exercise that
involving the USAEUR’s (United
States Army Europe) 2nd Cavalry
Regiment and allied units in the
Decisive Action Training Environment
(DATE) described in the most recent
Army training doctrine, Unified Land
Operations (Army Doctrine Publication
3-0). DATE is designed to prepare the
Dragoons of 2nd Cavalry Regiment and

EXERCISES HELE
Al

multinational soldiers for decisive and
sustainable land operations through
the simultaneous combination of
offensive, defensive and stability
operations appropriate to the mission
and the environment, in other words
the typical missions likely to be
encountered by today’s modern
military units.

Unique to this exercise was the fact
that the training took place across an
extensive 2,000 square kilometres area
outside the bounds of Germany’s
regular Grafenwoehr and Hohenfels
training areas, as used 20 years earlier
in the REFORGER exercise era. Units
from nineteen European nations had
joined the 2nd Cav. Regt. in the
training and participating nations
included: Belgium, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, the Czech
Republic, France, Germany, ltaly,
Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, the
Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Sweden,
Ukraine and the United Kingdom. In all
there were 6,500 soldiers equipped
with more than 500 wheeled and 90
tracked vehicles!
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UNIFIED LAND
OPERATIONS

Decisive action is a pillar of the Army’s
Unified Land Operations doctrine. Its
focus is on seizing, retaining, and
exploiting the initiative to gain and
maintain an advantage over complex
threats during sustained land
operations.

European troops account for 85
percent of the non-US forces that
make up the International Security
Assistance Force in Afghanistan. Every
exercise builds on lessons learned
from each previous exercise, and each
country participating in Saber Junction
brought its particular military
knowledge and tactical skills to bear to
benefit all participants, building shared
tactics, techniques and procedures
that help ensure coalition partners
fighting side by side can survive and
win.

The timeframe of Saber Junction was
from the 6th to the 30th of October
2012, although, the deployment and
preparation started some days before,
especially for the invited troops of the
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Elements of the Regimental
Headquarters Troop move to a
new location, in fact there
were some traffic jams during
Saber Junction!

The German contingent of Saber Junction was a
tank company from Panzerbataillon 104, a Tank
unit based in Pfreimd, near to the JMRC. The
Battalion is equipped with the Leopard 2A6.
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The MGS is designed for supporting
the Infantry to attack fortifications or
obstacles. The firepower is not able to
attack enemy Tanks effectively.

The OSTS- MBT (Opposing Forces Surrogate Training System — Main
Battle Tank), built on an M113, simulates an T-80 MBT. The vehicle is in
use with the 1st Battalion 4th Infantry Regiment, based at Hohenfels.
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This OSTS-MBT attacks the flank of the BLUEFOR during their
advance. Most of the OPFOR vehicles received a new three-
colour camouflage scheme in the spring of 2012.
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OPFOR VEHIGLES...

-~ =
Below: since October 2011, the 1-4 | have used the M113
A3, which is known as BMP-2C for OPFOR purposes. The
OPFOR trained for the first time in the countryside of the
Oberpfalz outside from the JMRC.

Bottom right: the Turret of the OSTS-MBT is a complete
Dummy. The OSTS are in service with the D-Tank
Battalion (Dragons) of the 1-4 I.




EXERCISE SABER JUNCTION

“The 1t Squadron,
28GR was the first
unit to leave...”

computer simulated command post
training, with the first activities in the
countryside of the Oberpfalz area
involving the OPFOR unit, namely the
1st Battalion 4th Infantry Regiment
from Hohenfels. They moved out on
Thursday the 11th of October and
prepared simulated mine fields on
important roads, where the
movement of BLUEFOR were
expected.

At the same time, the OSTS-MBT
(Opposing Forces Surrogate Training
System-Main Battle Tank) vehicles
were on the move to pick out some
good firing positions from where they
could engage the attacking the Stryker
units.

The ‘War’ had begun at midnight,
October the 13th. At Sunrise, the
gates of Rose Barracks at Vilseck
opened, and the BLUEFOR moved
southwards in the direction of the A6
highway and further afield to the
JRMC Hohenfels to engage enemy
Forces of the scenario, with BLUEFOR
employing a pincer movement to the
left and right of the Town of Amberg.

The 1st Squadron, 25CR was the
first unit to leave, supported by
elements of the 4th Squadron, the
reconnaissance unit of the 2SCR who
in turn were supported by the three
firing batteries of the fire squadron of
2CSR, equipped with the new M777A2
lightweight towed howitzer. Orders
for the 2nd Squadron comprised of
securing an area of some irregular
forces on the ranges of the
Grafenwohr training area.

The enemy laid in wait for the
advancing units in multiple positions,
with the OPFOR elements taking
advantage of some good positions in
the surrounding terrain, which made
them difficult to find by the
reconnaissance units. First elements
of BLUEFOR reached the line of the A6
Highway by the late afternoon of the
13th of October, but incurred massive
losses against the OPFOR.

The 1st, 3rd and 4th Squadron took
a further four days to cross the
Lauterbach River and arrive at the
objective area at the JMRC, although
there were some breaks in the
exercise during that time. The 3rd
Squadron of 2 SCR were assigned as
reservists, only participating later on
at JMRC.

STRYKER FAMILY...

Left: anti-tank capability is
provided by the M1134 ATGM
(Anti Tank Guided Missile) from
the Reaper-Troop. This M1134
awaits some OSTS-MBT.

Below: engineer support was
provided with the M1132 Stryker
Engineer Squad Vehicle ESV.

Here we see the variant with the
LWMR (Light Weight Mine Roller).

Left: the M1129 Stryker Mortar
Carrier Version-B as shown here
is equipped with a 120mm
Mortar. This section gets order
for a fire mission during the
advance to contact.

Left: an M1127 Stryker
Reconnaissance Vehicle of the

4th Squadron 2SCR pictured at
the frontline during the attack of
October the 13th in southern
direction of the exercise area.
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SABER JUNCTION

Right: like the British
contingent, the German
Panzerbataillon 104 was part
of BLUEFOR. To avoid too
much damage on the roads
and fields, they were only
used on the training areas
during Saber Junction.

Special thanks go to
Ralph Zwilling from
Tank-Masters.e for supporting
me with some photos
from the JMRC.

PARTICIPATING

The 2nd Cavalry (Stryker) is organized as a
Stryker Brigade Combat Team, consisting of
the following units (note that all Squadrons
minus 1st Squadron conducted reflagging
ceremonies in Summer 2012 to realign the
Regiment to historical precedence):

2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment:
Regimental Headquarters Troop (Stryker
Headquarters Company)

1st Squadron “War Eagles” - (Stryker Battalion)
Headquarters Company “Mustangs” - (Stryker
Headquarters Company)

Apache Company - (Stryker Infantry Company)
Bull Company - (Stryker Infantry Company)
Comanche Company - (Stryker Infantry
Company)

2nd Squadron “Cougars” - (Stryker Battalion)
Headquarters Company “Headhunters” -
(Stryker Headquarters Company)

Eagle Troop - (Stryker Infantry Company)

Fox Troop - (Stryker Infantry Company)

Ghost Troop - (Stryker Infantry Company)

The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, took
part in the exercise, bringing with them
with a troop of Challenger 2 MBT.

UNITS...

3rd Squadron “Wolfpack” - (Stryker Battalion)
Headquarters Company “Hammer” - (Stryker
Headquarters Company)

Iron Troop - (Stryker Infantry Company)

Killer Troop - (Stryker Infantry Company)
Lightning Troop - (Stryker Infantry Company)
4th Squadron “Saber” (Reconnaissance,
Surveillance, and Target Acquisition Squadron)
Headquarters Troop “Warhorse” - (Stryker
Headquarters Troop)

Nemesis Troop - (Stryker Cavalry Scout Troop)
Outlaw Troop - (Stryker Cavalry Scout Troop)
Palehorse Troop - (Stryker Cavalry Scout Troop)
Reaper Troop - (Anti-Armor Troop - 9 TOW-
equipped Stryker vehicles)

Sapper Company (Engineer Company)

Fires Squadron “Artillery Hell” (Field Artillery
Battalion)

Headquarters Battery - “Hellraisers”

Archer Batt (6-Gun 155mm Howitzer Battery)
Bulldog Batt (6-Gun 155mm Howitzer Battery)
Cobra Batt (6-Gun 155mm Howitzer Battery)
Death Riders Troop - (Military Intelligence Co)
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On Wednesday the 25th, BLUEFOR
attacked the OPFOR across a wide
front, forcing them to move out of the
JRMC so that they could reorganise
themselves. A complete motorised
rifle battalion equipped with thirty-
five BMP-2C (played by modified
M113 A3 APCs) moving to a tactical
staging area some kilometres south of
Parsberg, close to the Border of the
Maneouvre rights Area. The final
Battle of Saber Junction was held over
the weekend of Saturday the 27th
through to Monday 29th October. The
OPFOR conducted a massive attack on
the BLUEFOR, before the last reserve
elements of BLUEFOR attacked heavily
fortified OPFOR positions to engage
and capture the enemy forces and
secure the objective.

SUCCESSFUL EXERCISE

Saber Junction enhanced joint and
combined interoperability among the
many allied and partner nations
through a focus on joint, interagency,
intergovernmental, and multinational
integration, while improving the
combat readiness of 2nd Calvary
Regiment and allies. The exercise
proved to be a great success, and will
no doubt be repeated in years to
come to ensure the operational
readiness of all the units involved.

The US Army in Europe will
continue to use Saber Junction
rotations to prepare for a broad range
of contingency missions in
contemporary and emerging
operating environments.

Regimental Support Squadron “Muleskinners”
Headquarters Troop “Hellraisers”

Supply and Transportation Troop “Pack Horse”
Maintenance Troop “Blacksmiths”

Medical Troop “Stryker Medics”

Quickstrike Troop - (Signal Troop)

Next to the 2 SCR was one Company from

B Company, 3rd Battalion The Mercian
Regiment with Warrior IFV and one Troop of
the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards with
Challenger 2 from Bad Fallingbostel as
elements of the 7th Armoured Brigade for part
of BLUEFOR, plus one Artillery Observer with
FV514 Warrior MAOV from 3 RHA.

The Bundeswehr fielded one Tank Company
from Panzerbataillon 104 with the Leopard 2A6
and other nations such as Bulgaria and
Slovenia sent along ‘Hardware’ to the exercise.
The rest of the participating nations had
mostly sent Special Forces teams and units to
allow them to train within a high intensity
conflict.
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Bob Morrison looks at Ulster's
new

Armoured Land Rovers currently
neplacing the Tang

Above: first major Ardoyne outing for the Pangolins was the evening
of 12th July 2011 - in this shot the Scarlets are donning their Public
Order kit

Main photo top: prior to July 2011 the Tangi (foreground) was the
mainstay of the PSNI fleet - vehicle in background is a Hobson Ranger
(Thetis) Mk.IV prototype dating from around 2005.
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xactly fifty years ago the world’s
first fully Armoured Land Rover,
albeit with only a mild steel
prototype body at that stage,
was trialled by the Royal Ulster
Constabulary and a new category of
armoured vehicle was born. Over the
next three years the design of what we
now know as the Shorland Armoured
Patrol Car evolved into a very capable
three-man vehicle, originally intended
primarily for securing Northern
Ireland’s porous border with Eire, but
when the period of unrest we now
know as ‘The Troubles’ broke out in
1969 these nimble protected vehicles
were deployed onto the streets of
Belfast and were ultimately passed
from the RUC to the fledgling Ulster
Defence Regiment.

During the fifties and sixties the
RUC had evolved various rudimentary
bolt-on and clip-on armoured

POLKE
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packages to provide a degree of
protection from bullets and crude
blast bombs to constables travelling in
ordinary softskin Land Rovers, but by
the seventies these very basic designs
were simply not sufficient to counter
the threats of the day and GRP vehicle
protection kits (VPK) similar to those
being used by the British Army were
fitted to police vehicles as a stopgap
measure until a fully protected
solution could be designed and
fielded. Short Brothers, who by now
were commercially producing the
Shorland armoured patrol car as the
SB300, developed their 8-man SB301
armoured personnel carrier, which
met the requirements of the RUC, and
indeed three of these were ordered in
1975 for evaluation, but as these were
very expensive it was decided to
develop a less complex solution which
could be procured in larger numbers.




The resultant Hotspur, which
served from the late seventies and
through the eighties, essentially
looked very similar to a conventional
hard top Series Il 109” wheelbase
Land Rover and was simple enough in
design to be assembled and
maintained in RUC workshops in
Northern Ireland. In the mid-eighties
this basic body design was transferred
onto the newly introduced coil sprung
One Ten Land Rover chassis, and to
this day what became known as the
Tangi (Swahili for Tank) has policed
Ulster’s troubled streets.

BATTENBURG

Reduced tensions in Northern Ireland
following the 1998 Belfast or Good
Friday Agreement led to the RUC being
restructured and renamed the Police
Service of Northern Ireland, with their
armoured Land Rovers subsequently
being repainted in the civilian white
with blue and yellow chequered
‘Battenburg’ colour scheme instead of
the ominous Battleship Grey used
throughout The Troubles. By now the

CHINESToppepg 0800 5359

TANGI model was getting rather long
in the tooth, though a number of
upgrades had been introduced to
extend lifespan, and thoughts turned
to replacing part of the fleet and
casting the rest.

This new batch, designated the ALR
(Armoured Land Rover) Mk IV, was
intended to look very similar to the
Tangi but would be built on the
modern Defender running gear with
latest generation EURO-compliant
diesel engines and would incorporate
subtle design changes and
improvements to both armour and fire
protection levels to give the RUC the
most technologically advanced
armoured personnel carrier capable of
transporting at least six officers plus
riot gear and was possible to drive on
only a standard civilian driving licence.
However, budget constraints in 2006,
plus the near normalisation of the
security situation on the streets, saw
the Mk IV project being cancelled,
though two prototypes were
produced, these being added to the
pool and fielded during subsequent
Marching Seasons.

NEWCOMERS

In 2010 tensions in Northern Ireland
escalated again and the PSNI was
forced to bite the bullet and go to
tender for a small batch of Land
Rovers to replace the oldest of the
TANGI fleet in time for the busiest part
of the 2011 Marching Season. A
number of companies bid for this new
contract, but in the end it was
newcomers OVIK Solutions and their

g
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Left: a Pangolin B1 heads up
a batch of Tangis at the
Woodvale FUP (Forming Up
Point) on 12th July 2011

Below: Brand new Pangolin
B1 at the Scarlet TSG base
on the evening of Bonfire
Night - 11th July 2011

Bottom: Twelve month on,
a Pangolin B1 backs up a
damaged split-screen Tangi
at the Ardoyne shop fronts
flashpoint.
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Right: this legacy fleet Tangi,
equipped for evidence
gathering, was monitoring
rioters on the Brompton Park
interface, 12th July 2012.

“The Site Skirt
and fight protectors

A% S0 2 new
Stjle, manulactured

from Galvanised
Stoel pregsings..

Hobson Ranger (Thetis) Mk.IV
prototype seen near Carlisle
Circus, 12th July 2012

Above: the other side of the single screen Tangi in the lead image.

Below: the curved roof and flameproof bonnet design of PAZ 4792

identify it as a Ranger (Thetis) Mk.IV prototype.
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build partners ABBA Commercials who
were successful in landing the order,
which would be supplied in tranches
of sixty.

Christened the Pangolin by the
manufacturer, after the nocturnal
scaly or armoured anteater found
across much of Southern Africa and
Southeast Asia, the first tranche of
new ALR Mk IV vehicles were
delivered at the start of July 2011 and
fielded for the first time on the
evening of the 10th. It had been the
intention to first deploy them on the
11th, but when | visited the Scarlet
Tactical Support Group to photograph
their new arrivals late that afternoon
they told me that a sudden escalation
of public disorder the previous
evening had seen them deploying
their four new Pangolins as their old
vehicles had been returned to the
transport fleet park near
Carrickfergus.

At first glance the initial Pangolin
ALR, now referred to as the Mk IV B1,
may appear quite similar to the
previous three Tangi ALR variants, but
it is actually a little taller and its
armoured roof and upper side panels,
known as side gigs, have swaged
edges to help disperse inflammable
liquids. The side skirts and light
protectors are also a new style,
manufactured from galvanised steel
pressings, and the rear wheel arches
are angular.

On the 11th of July, after attending
a briefing given by the Gold
Commander who would be in charge
of the PSNI response to disorder the
next day, | was able to take walk-
round photographs of the Pangolins in
the yard of the police station where
the Scarlet TSG is based and compare
the new vehicles with an older Tangi.
Initial feelings about the new vehicles
from the Scarlets, who had spent
much of the previous night on Public
Order duties in Belfast, were very
favourable as they are both a little

more spacious than their predecessors

e

and bettered powered, though
initially the different handling
characteristics were said to be quite
noticeable by the drivers and it is
believed that suspension
modifications were subsequently
introduced.

The accompanying photographs
were taken at a PSNI Forming Up
Point off the Crumlin Road where four
Pangolins joined a mixed Tangi fleet
preparing to keep the two sides apart
as an Orange Order parade passed the
spot on its return leg.

The second tranche of Mk IV
Armoured Land Rover conversions
was scheduled for delivery by 1st July
2012, with a third expected to enter
service by the same date on 2013, but
a legal challenge into the validity of
the tender process was mounted by
Penman Engineering who had failed
to secure the original contract. To
ensure that the much-needed second
tranche of new vehicles could be
delivered on time OVIK and Penman
agreed to the order being split on a

-

fifty/fifty basis meaning another
slightly different style of ALR was
fielded by the PSNI in the summer of
2012.

The 2012 vehicles supplied by OVIK
were also badged as Pangolins, but
minor specification changes caused
the PSNI transport fleet managers to
designate them as B2 (Batch 2)
models. Externally there is very little
to differentiate B1 from B2, though
the latest tranche were identifiable
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Above: 2 Pangolin deployed
near Carlisle Circus on the
morning of 12th July 2012.

Below: front view of same
vehicle plus its sister - they
were held in reserve as a
major Orange Parade
assembled nearby.
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introduce a latest = &
generation = ®
alumiium alloy
- rilleonthe
~ Pangolin B2..."

e by

~Transport HQ on 11th July 2012 just prior to
ik - delivery to their new owners.
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Three of the new Penman ALR batch at

from their predecessors by the white
roof-mounted spotlights which are
more egg-like in shape than the
chrome cylindrical spotlights found on
the B1.

Another identifying feature of the
B1 is the much heavier galvanised
steel windscreen grille, but this is not
easy to spot from a distance or in
photographs. Recent advances in
armouring techniques, which we
cannot go into for obvious reasons,
have increased protection levels at
lower weight penalties and as part of
the weight reduction measures it was
decided to introduce a latest
generation aluminium alloy grille on
the Pangolin B2 and its Penman
equivalent.

The batch of thirty Penman-built
Armoured Land Rovers was also
delivered at the start of July 2012 and
| was given permission to visit the
PSNI transport fleet headquarters to
photograph both these and the newly
delivered B2 Pangolin fleet. Built in
Scotland by one of the companies
who undertook mid-life upgrades to
the Tangi fleet and which inherited
the Hotspur Armoured Land Rover
brand name and technology back in
the eighties, the Penman ALR Mk IV is
noticeably different from the Pangolin
as the designers have adopted a more
slab-sided shape with rounded roof
edges, which some have described as
being more like a furniture van.

The first examples of the Penman
fleet were delivered to frontline police
stations later on the 11th and mostly
used as Command & Control vehicles
on the 12th on account of the
additional headroom provided by the
different roof shape. Although all cab
controls are identically positioned to
those of the Pangolin to ensure that
drivers’ muscle memory is retained no
matter which vehicle they are
assigned, Penman were allowed to
introduce changes to less critical areas
such as rear seating height and firing
port design.

The Penman ALR is also fitted with
a lightweight alloy windscreen grille,
but unlike the Pangolin this has five
vertical sections rather than three,
and the Scottish vehicle has black
headlight and lower mesh grilles
whereas its English equivalent has (for
the moment) natural metal grilles.
However, the two upper body shapes
are so distinctive that you should have
little trouble in telling them apart.

The third tranche of Mk IV
Armoured Land Rovers is scheduled
for delivery later this year and we
suspect these will be needed during
the Marching season, but until we see
them on the streets of Northern
Ireland we will not know how they
differ from the first two batches.
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BUT
GHOOSEA REPLIGATOVER THE
REALTHING?

Below: replica vehicles
can take many forms,
but one of the more
popular subjects in
recent years has been
vehicles of the LRDG
and SAS in WW2.
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hile it's not always apparent to

the untrained eye, some

vehicles encountered at

military vehicle shows aren’t
always all they seem. For one reason
or another, replica vehicles are a
common sight these days, especially
those larger shows that include large
battle re-enactments, and while some
within the hobby may frown on the
practice, others actually think it’s a
good thing.

The reasons behind someone
building a replica can vary according to
the circumstances, but the most
common reasons are usually the cost

and Panzer Ill. With a 432 costing

of an original, which would otherwise
put that vehicle beyond the reach of
the person building the replica, and
the unavailability of the type being
replicated, in which case the builder
has little choice than to build a replica
if he or she wants to own that
particular vehicle type.

A good example of the upsurge in
replicas in the past decade is the use
of the relatively inexpensive post-war
FV432 APC as the basis for a number
of conversions that replicate an
assortment of WW2 German
armoured vehicles, such as the Stug llI

2 e PRS- B

around the £5,000 to 6,000 mark (or
even cheaper in some cases), even the
additional cost of any conversion still
make it a fraction of the price the real
thing, assuming of course you could
get one in the first place! As such
these replicas have found a niche in
the battle re-enactment market, and
while they may not be 100% accurate
when compared to the real thing,
when embroiled in the heat of battle
and all the explosions and smoke that
come with modern day re-enactments,
they make for a pretty convincing
replica, plus they offer the
convenience of being relatively easy to
maintain and repair when compared
to an original.

Over the years a number of smaller
replicas of the German 4x4 armoured
cars have been built, but rather than
aiming to create a 100% accurate
replica that is complete in every detail,
the creators have sought to build a
representative vehicle that externally
at least looks the part, and it has to be
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ART OF DECEPTION

Right: in the heat of battle
these Czech OT-810-based
half-track replicas look
pretty convincing, and are
considerably cheaper to buy
and run than the real thing,
which after all is one of the
main reasons why people
build replica vehicles in the
first place!

Bottom right: working from
a few grainy photos taken
during WW2, the owners
and specialist vehicle
restorer/builder created this
superb replicas of David
Stirling’s SAS ‘Blitz Buggy’.

said that in most cases the results are historically important vehicles

German WW2 - or not? R

Land Rover or Range Rover chassis, A couple of good examples of this
which are in plentiful supply, cheap to  are the various Long Range Desert
Below: three of the more popular replicas of German WW2 use and relatively easy to convert, Group vehicles and the American

vehicles, from the top the FV432-based Stug lll, a VW Beetle, and with the ‘armoured’ bodies being Vietnam era Gun trucks that have
Land Rover-based Sd.Kfz. 222 armoured car. simplified in terms of construction, appeared in the last ten years or so,

and built of thin steel or in some with more seeming to arrive each
cases wood. This offers the advantage  year. The growth in the number of
of making the replica light enough so replicas stems from the fact that few
as not to stress the base vehicle, examples of either the LRDG trucks or
which was never intended to carry Vietnam gun trucks survived, and the
such heavy weights, and makes them precious handful that did survive are
cheaper and easier to build and preserved in museums. Thankfully the
therefore more useable as a vehicle. amount of photographic and film

archive information available to

collectors has enabled some superb

EXTINCT SPECIES
There’s no doubt that these replicas n

of ‘uber’ expensive wartime German B“LLEET“HS HAVE
hardware are a substantially cheaper "

alternative to owning the real thing, Bll"_T AEE“HATE
and therefore the main reason behind HEEREA‘"“NS UF
their construction, but in some cases

the vehicles that people want to snME HIST“RIEAL[Y
replicate simply don’t exist any more,

and so even the richest of collectors IMP"HTANT
couldn’t buy one if they wanted to, "
but enthusiasts and collectors have VEHIEI_ES

built accurate recreations of some e
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replicas to be built over the years,
which are complete down to every
last detail, in fact these replicas
themselves are now being copied by
others because the builders have done
such a good job, making them almost
exactly the same as the original! In the
case of the LRDG trucks and the
Vietnam gun truck, both were actually
conversions in the first place, being
based on existing vehicles available at
the time and the replicas are
essentially built exactly as they would
have been originally. While the parts
on these newly built replicas may not
carry dates from that time, the level
of detail often makes them as
accurate as a real vehicle would be if
it existed today.

There’s no doubt that the creation
of these replicas is a subject that
divides opinion, with some frowning
on the practice, but | myself firmly
believe that these replicas are a good

thing, demonstrating to all and sundry
what these vehicles would have
looked like if they still existed in
original form today, and that makes
the history behind them more
accessible to the masses and turns a
static archive photo into a piece of
‘living history’.

MODERN CLASSICS

The practice of building replicas may
be more commonplace with those
interested in wartime vebhicles, and
it’s fair to say that classic wartime
vehicles tend to be the main focus of
most replicas to be built, some
modern day vehicles have found
themselves being replicated too and
for essentially the same reason -
availability.

The famous Scud Busting Land
Rover Desert Patrol Vehicles used by
the SAS in the first Gulf War have

always enjoyed a big following, partly
down to the kudos of the regiment
that used them, and partly because of
their tough, no nonsense appearance.
While a few genuine ex-SAS examples
of these Land Rover DPVs do exist,
many of those found at shows are in
fact replicas, albeit very good ones. In
most cases the same type of base

Above: not all German
motorcycle combinations you

see are genuine. This is actually
a very good replica based on a
cheaper Russian BMW copy.

Left: replica vehicles have been
used in movies for many years,
and this stunning replica of a
WW1 MKkIV tank was built for
the Steven Spielberg film

‘War Horse’.

Below: the LRDG trucks and
vehicles belonging to the
‘Desert Raiders’ group are
amongst the most accurate you
are likely to find.

For the 2012 show season a new truck was
added to the ‘Desert Raiders’ line up. The
replica was based on wartime images and

information to ensure authenticity.
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Above: there are very few
‘real’ examples of the Vietnam
Gun Truck in preservation, and
most of those are in museums,

but re-enactors have built
their own accurate replicas of

these iconic Vietnam era
vehicles over the years.

Each year the War & Peace
Show plays host to many of
them as they take part in the
arena battle re-enactments.

vehicle has been used, the many
conversions and additions have be
made in the same way as the genuine
vehicles, and the paintwork and
attention to detail on the vehicles,
together with the uniforms of the
owners and crews can make them
hard to distinguish from the real
thing, the only thing missing is the
service history.

The more recent Wolf WMIK
(Weapon Mount Installation Kit) Land
Rovers used in both Iraq and
Afghanistan have also been replicated
in recent years, but are contentious to
say the least and in some cases their
very existence has split opinion as to
whether they are real or replicas? |
have to say that | don’t honestly know
of any, privately owned WMIK Wolf
Land Rovers that are 100% genuine,
but | need to clarify this opinion
before you start putting pen to paper.
The problem stems from the vehicle
type itself, because the WMIK kit was
essentially a bolt-on kit of parts that
changed the standard general service
Wolf Land Rover to a gun-toting
vehicle, and while many of them were
factory built by specialist contractors,
some were also converted in the field
by the units themselves, thus making
them more like those that exist today
in private hands.

The vast majority of privately
owned Wolf WMIKSs, if not all of them,

have started life as a general service
vehicle and then had the WMIK kit
added, having been purchased
separately from the base vehicle and
then added by the owner, and few if
any were released by the MoD as a
complete WMIK vehicle.

Of course this raises the question
that if someone owns a genuine Wolf
Land Rover and then buys and fits a
genuine WMIK kit to that Land Rover,
does that make it a genuine WMIK
Wolf, or is it simply a replica? Some
would say that they were all built this
way, therefore the resulting vehicle
must be a real WMIK, albeit rebuilt
and restored, whereas some argue
that it didn’t start out life as a WMIK
when in use with the military and
while genuine parts may have been
used for the conversion, it still isn’t a
genuine vehicle. Whatever the
answer, for the purpose of this article
| have included it as a replica, though
I'm sure it will generate some hate
mail from certain quarters!

British Military Land Rovers.. <

Left: while there are two genuine, ex-SAS
Land Rover Desert Patrol Vehicles in private
hands, this isn’t one of them, but is a very
accurate replica of the real SAS DPV. The
attention to detail with the painting and
accessorising of the vehicle, together with
the uniforms makes them hard to
distinguish from the real thing.

Below: the Land Rover WMIK is likely to

split opinion for many years to come, with
some arguing that it is a replica, and others
saying that it's a genuine vehicle. This is
particular example is actually a replica (albeit
a very good one), based on a 110 Wolf with
the WMIK kit added by the owner afterwards.

"...1he attention
10 detail and
uniforms of the
owners and
CPews car
make replica
vehicles nard
{0 distinguish
from the real
thing...

i
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. . Top left: captured
t’s a shame to say it, but in Citfoe{, i tf,e German

recent years there had been a encampment.

noticeable decline in the

numbers of military vehicles Top right: this Guy Ant
taking part in the Military Odyssey was amongst the rarer
show, and while | acknowledge vehicles attending.
that it is primarily a living history
event, with re-enactors and living
history displays representing a
wide range of periods of history,
the numbers of vehicles attending
was well down on the days when Above right: nice
the show was first staged. example of the
Thankfully the 2012 show was Scammell Pioneer
back on track in terms of the recovery truck.
number of vehicles present at this
popular Kent-based event. As a
vehicle enthusiast and model
maker, and with the Kent County

"...living history .
Hisplays representing R
A wide range of - EEAIEI

Above left: imagination
is the key to many of
the living history
displays at the show.

Below: it’s not just older
vehicles, there was a
fine turn out of modern
equipment too, such as
this Land Rover display.
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"..arious
AMERICAN HALF-TRACKS

L] n L] "
Left: traditionally the Military Odyssey Show has maln nlsnlav "EI“
always attracted a good variety of American LLL)

vehicles and armour, and the show was no
different this year, with this pair of half-tracks Showground where the event is
making up part of a much larger display. held right on my doorstep,
- ! . . . Military Odyssey is one of my
Right: the American M3 L % e A A R ‘must attend’ shows of the year.
series half-tracks have L Kot & . e _c:. - - o As | eluded to ear“er, there had
always been popular Fu R e B 77 e gty Al ol ] been a decline in the number and
with collectors, but in R L TR variety of vehicles attending the
recent years they, like { i S et show in the past couple of years,
many wartime vehicles, ®|— S | = " el g but | was pleasantly surprised to
have begun to rise in =l LN ' find an abundance of vehicles,
il ELAG R e which included a fine selection of
sound investment. .
wartime and post-war types, at
the 2012 show held over the late

AU August Bank Holiday weekend.

car, which is effectively ; A il | ] - -
the Russian equivalent 3 | | &, - The good weather experienced
to the American Jeep - / o S \ (3 : over the weekend, especially in

and German . q : : e comparison with some previous
Kubelwagen, formed ' & (o il ; , shows, ensured a good turn out of
part of the Soviet living s e £ SRS Tt ‘ exhibitors and drew the crowds to
history display, which = § . ' = iy the show in their hoards. The
seems to g_et Increase in . : < b|end Of ||Vlng history
size each year. ' == encampments, which really do
take you back in time thanks to

. WMILITARY |
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the superb level of details
observed by those taking part,
coupled with the many trade stalls
in attendance both indoors and
outdoors, the many vehicles on
display and of course the various
battle re-enactments played out
on the main display field over the
course of each day, make this a

REPLIGA STUG Il

MILITARY
ODYSSEY
20172

Left: normally seen with
a turret, the Stuart tank
was also used in
turretless for as a gun
tractor and as a
reconnaissance vehicle.

Below left : the guy to
the side of the Jeep was
saying much, but | liked
the display!

great day out for the family.

| have to admit that my
attendance at the show in 2012
came with a little reluctance, the
previous years had seen me leave
slightly disappointed with the turn
out of vehicles, but I’'m pleased to
report that the show was back on
track and now that it's under new

Left: not all vehicles are
available to the various
re-enactment groups,

either due to availability
or value, but replicas,
such as this FV432-
based Stug Ill are a good
way of fielding vehicles
they wouldn’t ordinarily
have access to for battle

re-enactments.

management who are attacking
the show with verve and vigour,
I’'m hoping that the 2013 show will
be even better! The 2013 Military
Odyssey event takes place
between Saturday 24th and
Monday 26th August 2013, and
you can find more details in
Mission Briefing.

GERMAN STEYR 1500

Below: amongst the many military vehicles in attendance were
these two rare examples of the German wartime Steyr 1500A
truck, namely the Einheits cab cargo truck and personnel carrier.
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PIIII anal wraps up the 2012 show
reports with a look at the GOMBINED
0PS SHOW at Headcorn

Top left: Humber Heavy
Utility, owned by Alan
Madge, which won the Best
Medium Vehicle and

Best in Show awards.

Above centre: photo
reconnaissance Mk XIX
Spitfire of the Battle of

Britain Memorial Flight.

Above left: a 1945 Austin K6
Gantry 3 ton recovery truck,
owned by Richard Hughes.

t's been 4 years now since the first
Combined Ops show was held at
Headcorn and the informal
atmosphere and mix of military
vehicles, re-enactments and air
displays has obviously appealed to
enthusiasts and families alike. The
2012 show was blessed with a good
dose of sunshine, bringing the crowds
out for both days of the show.

Looking back to previous events,
one could argue that not a lot has
changed. As always there is an
interesting selection of vehicles, and
you never know what might turn up
airside, but being late in the season
the majority of new restorations have
already had their first showing —
especially with the War and Peace
Show less than a month before, and
just up the road.

Nevertheless there was more than
enough on site to keep my attention
for two days. In fact to some degree
the show has grown about as big as it
can go with the space available.
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Left: members of the Kelly’s
Heroes Re-enactment Group,
representing the 2nd
Armoured Div 502 MP
Company, form up in column
prior to going into battle.

Right: Ben Bendowski’s M8
Armoured Car heads to the
arena during the show.

Below: lan Wheatley's lovely
Fordson WOT 2H truck
arrives at the show.

COMBINED OPS 2012

For the first time there were two
main battle re-enactments each day,
one in the main arena and one airside.
The latter adopted an American convoy
being attacked by a German aircraft,
which was something a little different.
Suffice to say the Luftwaffe did not
come out best from the altercation, the
pilot of the Bucker Bestmann involved
being captured after a sedate ‘cash
landing’ onto the airfield — to much
applause.

Throughout the day there was a
busy schedule in the marquee, with
dance demonstrations and classes, and
various entertainers — including a talk
from Andy Robertshaw about his role
as Military Advisor to Stephen
Spielberg’s ‘Warhorse’ movie. The bar
in the marquee proved popular given
the hot weather and the rather dusty
arena being nearby, and next year I'll
be quicker to get there before all the
draught real ale has gone!

> ‘[. L
RS : ol
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COMBINED OPS 2012

Above & inset: the flypast
from Avro Lancaster B1

n . . .
armarvesaeot P 18 finst fime there were two main
neottietive bl [13ttl@ pe-eriactments each day..."

of Combined Ops. nnn

LIVING HISTORY & RE-ENACTORS...

Far left: a Triumph Model ‘H’
motorcycle formed part of a
Great War living history display.
Over 30,000 of these bikes were
purchased by the British
Government for dispatch rider
use by the end of the war.

Left: preparing for the battle,
German troops discuss tactics.

Below: Airborne Re-enactors
discuss the flying display.
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COMBINED OPS 2012

ARENA SCHEDULE

The arena schedule was similar to
previous years, with slots for heavy
wreckers, tracked armour, Axis
vehicles (many being replicas) and of
course Jeeps and Land Rovers. Final
slot of the day was a WWII battle,
primarily put on by the Second Battle
Group and Kelly’s Heroes, but assisted
by a number of other smaller groups.
Some decent pyrotechnics always
impress the crowd, as do the usual
theatrics. The Alli50

es won by the way - both days, which
isn’t always the case (usually the
Germans have to be kept happy on
one day).

Airside the entertainment was
varied and sometimes intermittent,
but that’s the nature of a show like
Combined Ops. Airborne items varied
from the Turbulent Team popping

balloons with their props, to
formation flying by four Stampe
biplanes, to a fast flypast by Hawker
Hunter ‘Mis Demeanor’.

The Battle of Britain Memorial
flight got a good reception, and it can
be humbling to hear the response of
others who don’t see a Lancaster
flying as much as | do (I visit about 15-
20 air events a year). PA474 clearly
brings emotions to the fore for many,
especially when accompanied by a
Spitfire or Hurricane. BBMF displays
are always impeccable, but the
photographer in me just wishes they
wouldn’t wear those white helmets!
Another display of note was by the
Ryan PT22 Recruit, which gleamed in
the sunshine and blue skies. And it
was good to see Rob Davies
entertaining the Combined Ops crowd
again with his Yak 11 - his P51
Mustang ‘Big Beautiful Doll’, which
was a regular Headcorn visitor,
crashed last July but he managed to
bale out safely.

IMPS award a limited number of
prizes at this event to avoid diluting
the value of getting one. ‘Best
Medium Vehicle’, and ‘Best in Show’,
went to Alan Madge with his Humber
Heavy Utility - as his attendance at
the show was rather a last minute
decision, | am sure he is glad he made
the effort. Fergus Anckorn got the
award for ‘Best 2-wheeler’ with his
Matchless S3L, Stef Turner’s M35 got
‘Best Heavy Vehicle’ and Paul Clark’s
Radio-Bodied Land Rover 101 ‘Best

Light Vehicle’ (but | feel he had
hedged his bets, bringing 3 Land
Rovers on site). ‘ Best Amour’ went to
Ben Bendowski’s M8 Greyhound,
which had played a major part in of all
the weekend’s battle re-enactments.
Add to the above model aircraft
displays and pleasure flights in a
WWIl-vintage de Havilland Dragon
Rapide, and it’s quite clear that IMPS
have created a varied and popular
event at Headcorn. I'm sure the 2013
event (already in the diary for the
weekend of 17th/18th August) will be
another sure-fire success. If you
haven’t been yet, I'd recommend it.

Check out the website for further
details: www.combinedops.co.uk

Above left: stunning Austin
K2 Ambulance in the
morning sunshine.

Above right: Morris Ten Light
Utility, this vehicle being
recently found still in
commercial use with an
original wooden body.

" Jormation
flying by four
Stampe
biplanes...”
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Latin hnerican

News Bulletin...

Vehicle Under Test in Uruguay...

The Argentine Minister of Defence, Arturo
Puricelli, and the Defence Sub Secretary from
Uruguay, Jorge Menendez, signed an
agreement, where the Argentine Republic will
give the Gaucho vehicle to Uruguay for a year
(with the option to extend this period), to
enable them to test the vehicle for potential
use by the Uruguayan Army.

It's important to mention, that the VLEGA
(Vehiculo Liviano de Empleo General
Aerotransportable) Gaucho, is a coproduction
between Argentina and Brasil, with a number
of pre-series vehicles in service with the
Argentine Army for evaluation. The decision by
the Argentine automotive company to start the
mass production of this vehicle is still pending.

Chilean Army Replaces
the Storm

The Israeli Storm-Chrysler Jeep, used by the
Chilean Army, which has been the main all-
terrain light vehicle since it was introduced in
the 90’s, and can transport the 106mm
recoilless rifle, and a variety of gun platforms for
12.7mm machine gun and Mk.19 grenade
launcher, is to be replaced by the American
Hummer vehicles, with the storm being
relegated to liaison duties.

Italian Armoured Vehicles Donation...

: The combat vehicles consortium composed of
< Iveco and Oto Melara, which are part for the
Finmeccanica Group, are in conversation with
< the Italian MoD, to sell at very low cost, a
number of armoured vehicles that currently
belong to the Italian Army. These vehicles
include the M113, M-109L self-propelled gun and
Leopard Tanks to Peru and Colombia. :

Peru have an urgent need to replace their
ageing T-55s, some of which have been in service for 40 years, while Colombia wants to reequip
its army with more vehicles. They are also contemplating the possibility that these vehicles be
received free of charge, providing that they purchase the VBM Frecchia or Centauro, both
produced in Italy.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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LATIN AMERICAN NEWS BULLETIN...

New Armoured Vehicles for Security Forces...

On November 22nd 2012, a new
armoured vehicle for use with the
Security and Police Forces was
presented in Buenos Aires City.
The vehicle, the Maverick, is
produced by the South African
Paramount Group Company,
while Argentine-based CODESUR
(Corporacion para la Defensa del
Sur) is the representative agent
for Argentine and the Latin
American Region. Both
companies signed an alliance to
produce this vehicle with the
contract signed including the
transfer of technology.

Personnel from both the
Security and Police Forces, will be
taking delivery of the vehicle

when introduced and fits in with the Argentine Federal Police needs, to replace the old Shorts
Shorland Mk3 and the BDX armoured vehicle. The Special Operation Group “Halcon” of the
Buenos Aires Province Police is also testing the vehicle with a view to a possible purchase.

Chilean Army Reassigns
Vehicles

The Mercedes Benz 230G (long wheelbase) 4x4
all-terrain vehicle, purchased at the end of 90’s
for communication shelter transport, were
subsequently found to be inadequate for that
purpose. Because of that, they were replaced by
Hummers and the M-548 tracked vehicle,
however, the Mercedes Benz 230G will remain in
service reassigned as a utility vehicle.

The National Army of Uruguay (ENU), received
twenty-five M-41C Walker Bulldog tanks,
donated by the Brazilian Government at the
beginning of the current year, to re-equip his
Regimientos de Caballeria Blindada.

The ENU already has twenty-two of these
tanks, purchased from Belgium, and equipped
with the 90mm cannon, but those tanks from
Brazil are equipped with the original 76mm
cannon, recalibrated to 90mm and fitted with
the 400hp diesel engine Saab-Scania, similar to
that fitted to the Uruguayan tanks, installed by
the Brazilian Bernardini Company 12 years ago.

The Digital Techniques Lab, who belong to the
CITEDEF (Instituto de Investigaciones
Cientificas y Tecnicas para la Defensa), have
introduced a Global Positioning System
designed for mechanized vehicles (POVEME),
which was designed and developed entirely in
Argentina. It consists of a Global Positioning
System that obtains information in real time,
from any kind of mobile device, integrated for
use in the operational theatre, which was
previously incorporated to the control
network.

through digital VHF radio, via encrypted data,
with that information sent to a VCP (Vehicle

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

New Digital GPS for Mechanized Vehicles...

The system tracks the geographical position
of six vehicles with a GPS installed in real time,

10 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Command Post), which integrates the
information, presenting it on a digital map of
the operations theatre, allowing commanders
to dictate and track the tactical movements of
his vehicles. The system can incorporate
information from different targets, acquired by
radars, telemetry, observers, UAVs, etc.,
calculating the firing parameters for the
artillery units, composed of cannon, howitzers
and mortars.

So far, the POVEME system has been
installed in the mechanized vehicles of the
VCTP family, that belong to the Regimiento de
Infanteria Mecanizado 7, of the Argentine
Army.

MAY 2013 MILITARY MACHINES INTERNATIONAL 73



REGULAR: ON THE SHELF

TRACING YOUR
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A GUIDE FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS

SIMON FOWLER

findmypast

Trace Your Family’s ‘Great War’ Military History

Title: Tracing Your First World
War Ancestors

By: Simon Fowler
ISBN: 9781781590379

In recent years there has been a huge
upsurge in the number of people fracing
their family ancestors, due in part to the
various high-profile television series fo
have been aired in recent years, but also
due fo a great level of interest in our past
as various key historical anniversaries
have come and gone fogether with the
growth of infernet search sifes, which have
made the fracing of family hisfory that
much easier to do from the comfort of your
own home. One area of particular interest
is the tracing of First World War Ancestors,
and this new 164-page book by Simon
Fowler is an essential handbook to
researching the soldiers, sailors and

airmen who fought during the ‘Great War'.

With centenary celebrations of the outbreak

of WW1 set fo dominate 2014, tracing
family members military history has never

been more popular and this easy-fo-follow

quide will point you in the right direction
when tracing your family history.

The author fakes the reader through the
process of researching ancestors who

served in the armed forces during the First

World War, providing short cuts and
background information along the way
together with descriptions of all the key
resources at the National Archive and
regimental museums as well as those
available online.

Price: £12.99
Format: Paperback

Available From:
Pen & Sword Books Ld.
WwWw.pen-and-sword.co.uk

Title: Tracing Your Army
Ancestors - 2nd Edition

By: Simon Fowler
ISBN: 9781781590867

Price: £12.99
Format: Paperback

Available From:
Pen & Sword Books Ltd.
WWWw.pen-and-sword.co.uk

This fully revised 192-page book is the
second edition of Simon Fowler's best-
selling guide fo researching the British
Army enables family historians to frace the
military careers of individual soldiers from
1760 to the 1960's. This new edifion has
been fully updated to include the latest
online resources and information on the
major archives and museums, which
should ensure that your journey ino the
history of your family and loved ones is
made that much easier.

The world of online resources and indeed
the existing records held in archives and

More Tracing of your Family’s Military History

museums can be confusing fo the novice,
but Simon Fowler seeks fo de-mystify
them by explaining the records and
reasons behind their creafion, which can
be very important in understanding how
these documents can aid your research
info family members. If's a fascinating
book on a fascinating and increasingly
popular subject and af just £12.99 it's a
very modest sum fo invest in your search
for your family’s military history, and
should help simplify the process into the
bargain. The book is available through all
good book sfores.

TRACING YOUR

ANCESTORS

A GUIDE FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS
SECOND EDITION

SIMON FOWLER

ﬁném_yp?s-,f

Perfect Guide for the Normandy Beaches Tourist

For anyone thinking of visiting Normandy,
and more particularly the D-Day Landing
Beaches, this 96-page book will be an
ideal introduction into what to expect when
you gef there. The D-Day Landings and the
date the 6th June 1944 will forever have
their place in history, and the French
people have embraced this key fuming
point in WW2 and ensured that it will be
remembered for decades to come with the
establishment of numerous museums and
monuments o the D-day Landings.

This guide provides both background
history into the various acfions af the
D-day landing sites, using photos,

illustrations and maps to frace the actions
at each of the beaches. In addifion it
provides details of the various museums,
monuments and places of hisforical
interest that enable the reader fo make a
more informed visit fo the area, which
should ensure that they gef a better all-
round experience and greater knowledge
about the D-Day landings. If's a useful
book, especially for those who haven't
visited there before, with an extensive
bibliography for those who want fo learn
more. The book is published by French
publisher Heimdal, and disfributed in the
UK via Casemate UK Lid.

Title: The D-Day Landing
Beaches - The Guide
By: Georges Bernage

ISBN: 9782840481375
Price: £12.99

Format: Softback

Available From:
Casemate UK Ltd.
www.casematepublishing.co.uk

Title: British Battleships of
World War One

By: R.A. Burt

ISBN: 9781848321472

Price: £45.00

Format: Hardback

Available From:
Seaforth Publishing Ltd.
www.seaforthpublishing.com

When Britannia Ruled the Waves!

This magnificent 344-page book is
crammed with informative text,
illusfrations, line drawings and
confemporary photos that cover the history
of British capital ship design and
construction during the ‘Dreadnought Era’.
The book will no doubt appeal fo
historians and ship enthusiasts, but will
be of equal value fo ship modelers
inferested too. More than twenty types of
battleship are described in detail,
including the well-known names such as
the Dreadnought, King George V, Iron
Duke and Royal Sovereign Classes of
ship. Each chapter includes a superb

selection of archive photographs, line
drawings, specifications and statisfics
regarding the service hisfory of the fype in
Question, which provide a comprehensive
and informative history of each class of
ship in what many would regard as the
hey day of battleship design. In some
cases colour side profile illustrations are
also provided to show some of the more
outlandish camouflage schemes fo have
been adopted at the time, all of which
helps fo round off this magnificent book
and guarantees that it will be seen as a
valuable resource for historians and
model makers alike in years fo come.
The book is available through all good
specialist book stores.
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APRIL 2013

Saturday 6 April 2013:
Shoreham Airport Aerojumble:
aviation and military collectors
fair, held at Shoreham Airport,
A27, Shoreham, West Sussex,
doors open 10.30am. For more
details confact:

Tel: 01424 753356

Mob: 07710 154606
sndz338@aol.com

Saturday 13 Sunday 14
April 2013: The Forfies Family
Experience Weekend VI: held af
the Lincolnsfields Children’s
Centre, Bushey Hall Drive,
Bushey, Herts, WD23 2ES. An
exciting day out at this unique
WWII heritage site, previously
the WWII USAAF 8th Fighter
Command HQ. Featuring military
and civil vehicles, living history,
battle re-enactment, memorabilia
sfalls and more. For further
details check ouf the websites at:
www.fortiesexperience.co.uk or
www.lincolnsfields.co.uk

Saturday 27 Sunday 28
April 2013: Military History
Days: held af Coalhouse Forf,
East Tilbury, Essex. Come and
enjoy a visit fo this year’s very
special evenf with a great variety
of military vehicles, equipment,
historical re-enactment groups
and much more. For further
information see the website af:
www.coalhousefort.co.uk

Sunday 28 April 2013:
Northern Military Expo: popular
indoor show held at the Newark
Country Show Ground, Notts,

2 minutes off the ATM (NG24
2NY). For further details contact:
Tel: 01302 739000
www.northernmilifaryexpo.co.uk

APRIL 2013

Sunday 28 April 2013:
Aviation, Airline, Military &
Model Collectors Fair: held at
Gatwick Airport, K2 Centre,
Crawley, W. Sussex. Open
10.30am. For details contact:
tom@singfield.freeserve.co.uk

May 2013

Saturday 4 to Sunday 12
May 201 3: Stars of
Sandstone Festival: held at the
Sandstone Heritage Trust,
Eastern Free State, South Africa.
Annual open festival featuring
the many military vehicles,
agricultural equipment, vintage
cars and narrow gauge steam
railway. The Sandstone Heritage
Trust works closely with South
Africa’s Armour Museum and
boasts an impressive collection
of equipment from a Sherman
tank to modern day South
African Defence Force armour.
For more information and to
book for the event contact
Geoff Cooke at:
geoff@geoffs-frains.com

or see the websites af:
Www.geoffs-trains.com
www.sandstone-estates.com

Saturday 4 to Monday 6
May 2013: Liandudno
Transport Festival: held at
Bodafon Fields, Llandudno,
North Wales, LL30 1BW.
1000+ exhibits to include
Lorries, Buses, Tractors,
Motorbikes, Cars, Trade Stands
and more. Transport cavalcades
around the fown efc.

For further details contact:
info@llantransfest.co.uk
www.llantransfest.co.uk
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Sunday 5 May 2013:
Cobbaton Clearout: militaria
market, held af Cobbaton
Combat Collection,
Chittlehampton, N. Devon,
EX37 9RZ. For defails confact:
Tel: 01769 540740
info@cobbatoncombat.co.uk
www.cobbatoncombat.co.uk

Saturday 11 Sunday 12
May 2013: Newark &
Nottinghamshire County Show:
held af Newark Showground,
Newark-on-Trenf, Noits, NG24
2NY. Plenty to see and do for all
the family. Seeking RAF vehicles
for display that would have been
involved with the Dambusters.
For details call Colin Holwell:
Tel: 01780 751291

Mob: 07977 142011

Saturday 18 Sunday 19
May 201 3: Militracks 2013:
held at the Overloon Museum,
Museumpark 1, 5825 AM
Overloon, Netherlands. A unique
opportunity fo see a display of
rare wartime Wehrmacht military
vehicles being put through their
paces on the purpose-built, mile
long off-road course
surrounding the world-famous
museum. Tickets to ride on the
different vehicles are also
available, and 100+ militaria
stalls will be in the area
surrounding the museum.

For further defails contact the
organisers on:

Tel: +31 478 641 250
info@militracks.nl

Sunday 19 May 2013:
Military Show 2013: held at the
Curragh Racecourse, Kildare,
staged by the Military Vehicle
Club of Ireland in association
with Irish Vintage Society. One of
Ireland’s largest vintage military
vehicle shows, filled with rare,
vintage and privately owned
machines and militaria from all
eras. For further information
please contact Robin Payne on:
Tel: (087) 25689013
robin@mycompany.ie

or visit the website at:
WWW.MVCi.ie

Saturday 25 to Monday
27 May 201 3: Overlord
2013: organised by the Solent
Overlord Execufive and held at
the regular site of The Lawns,
Denmead, PO7 6TZ. 350+
active vehicles, 100 frade stalls,
dedicated living history field,
arena events and battle re-

MAY 2013

enactments throughout the day.
Free entry, free camping, free hot
showers and free evening
enterfainment for exhibitors.
Vehicle entries confact Trevor:
Tel: 07774 988015
vehicles@solentoverlord.co.uk
Re-enactors confact Gary on:
023 9257 1174
arena@solenfoverlord.co.uk
www.solenfoverlord.co.uk

JUNE 2013

Saturday 1 Sunday 2
June 2013: Muckleburgh
Military Display Weekend: held
at the Muckleburgh Military
Collection, Weybourne, Norfolk,
NR25 7EH. Featuring military
displays, vehicle displays,
vehicle parade, military vehicle
rides, RAF & Army displays, tank
drives, shop and stalls, model
vehicles and much more.
Special guest — Dad’s Army
*Jones’s Van'. For details call:
Tel: 01263 588608
events@muckleburgh.co.uk
www.muckleburgh.co.uk

Saturday 8 Sunday 9
June 2013: Wicksteed af
\War: held at Wicksteed Park,
Kettering, Northants, NN15 6NJ.
Incorporating the MVT National
Show and featuring military
vehicles, exhibitors stands and
frade stalls, military dioramas
and much more.

For more details confact:

John Denny (Re-encators)

Tel: 07713 636760

Tim Hawkes (Vehicles & Trade)
Tel: 01536 799395
www.wicksteedpark.co.uk

Saturday 15 Sunday 16
June 201 3: Dunsfold
Collection Open Weekend: held
at the Springbok Estate,

GUG 8EX. See one of the finest
collections of Land Rovers in the
world. For details contact:

Tel: 01483 200567
openweekend@dunsfold.com
www.dunsfoldcollection.co.uk

Saturday 22 Sunday 23
June 2013: Wartime in the
Vale: held at Ashdown WW2
Camp, Ashdown Farm, Badsey,
nr Evesham, Worcs, WR11 7EL.
Military vehicles, arena events,
militaria stalls, re-enactors and
classics. For further details
contact Paul on:

Tel: 0779 1591528
www.ashdowncamp.webs.com




Saturday 29 Sunday 30
June 201 3: Tankfest 2013:
held at the Tank Museum,
Bovington, Dorset, BH20 6JG.
Experience the world’s best
display of historic moving
armour. Lofs to see and do for
the family with frade stands and
living history displays plus the
world famous Tank Museum,
home to the finest collection of
fanks. For further details check
out the website at:
www.tankmuseum.org

JULY 2013

Friday 5 to Sunday 7 July
201 3: The Yorkshire Wartime
Experience show: now one of
the largest baftle re-enactment/
military shows in the North of
England. Held in 30 acres of
land to the south west of Leeds
with easy access fo the M62
motorway (Junction 26) just off
the Ab8 Hunsworth Lane,
Hunsworth, Bradford, BD4 9RN.
For defails contact Stuart on:
Tel: 07748604461
WWwW.ywe-event.info

Saturday 6 Sunday 7 July
201 3: Capel Surrey Vintage
Military Vehicle Show: held at
Aldhurst Farm, Temple Lane,
Capel, Surrey, RH5 5HJ. The
East Surrey and West Kent Area
MVT Capel show. In aid of Help
for Heroes, including Military
Vehicles, Re-enactor Groups,
stall Holders and Traders. For
information and entry forms
confact Area Sec John Hotston:
Tel: 07445 962945
adenjohn@virgin media.com
or Phil Harris on:

Tel: 01293 871727
langdon34@yahoo.co.uk

JULY 2013

Saturday 6 Sunday 7 July
2013: Lympne Aero Classic:
celebrating the history of Lympne
Airfield from 1916-1980s. Held
at Lympne Village Hall and
playing fields. For defails call
John Simpson:

Tel:01303 265078
johnsimpson43@btinternet.com

New Venue...New Venue...
Wednesday 17 to
Sunday 21 July 2013: The
War & Peace Revival: held af
RAF Westenhanger, Folkesfone
Racecourse, near Hythe in Kent,
CT21 4HX. The world’s largest
military vehicle show that
attracts thousands of military
vehicles, re-enactors and living
history displays and now af a
brand new venue. For further
details or fo book in call:

Tel: 01304 813337 or

Tel: 01304 813945
www.thewarandpeacerevival.co.uk

Friday 26 to Sunday 28
July 201 3: Fesfival of the
Forties: held af the Plough Event
Site, Milk & Water Drover,
Peterborough, PE7 3DR. Military
vehicles and civilian vehicles,
battle re-enactments, living
history groups, 1940's
performers, 40’s vintage village
and stalls. For details contact:
Tel: 01733 204353

www. 1940fest.org

Friday 2 to Sunday 4
August 2013: Military &
Flying Machines Show: held at
Damyns Hall, Aerodrome, Aveley
Road, Upminster, Essex, RM14
2TN. Featuring military vehicles,
tank rides, living history

displays, tank parade, classic
cars, military and collectors
sfalls, Battle of Britain Memorial
Flight, flying displays and more.
For details call Tracey Brew on:
Tel: 07903 104102
Tracey.brew@mvt-essex.org.uk
www.militaryandflyingmachines.org.uk

Saturday 3 Sunday 4
August 201 3: Woodhall Spa
40’s Festival: held af Jubilee
Park, Stixwold Road and
\Woodhall Spa village hall.
Lincolnshire, LN10 6QH.

For details confact Stuart on:
Tel: 01526 353215
www.woodhall-spa-40s-
festival.com

Sunday 11 August 2013:
Panshanger 1930 & 1940s
Day: held at Panshanger Airfield,
Herts. Feafuring classic military
vehicles, classic cars,
motorcycles and classic aircraft
fly in. Live music 30s/40s and
more. For further details call:

Tel: 01707 3971791
www.northlondonflyingschool.com

Saturday 17 Sunday 18
August 2013: Cobbafon
Combat VJ Weekend: military
vehicle show, stalls, living
history, and all held at held at
Cobbaton Combat Collection,
home fo a great collection of
military vehicles and military
artefacts. The museum is in
Chittlehampton, N. Devon,
EX37 9RZ.

For further details contact:

Tel: 01769 540740
info@cobbatoncombat.co.uk
www.cobbafoncombat.co.uk

Saturday 17 Sunday 18
August 2013: Wings &
\Wheels: the South West Airfield
Heritage Trust Wings & Wheels
show held af Dunkeswell
Airfield, nr Honiton, Devon. Meet
cast members from H.B.O’s
Band of Brothers, plus military
vehicles, re-enactors, planes,
and much more. For further
defails contact Dave Bunney on:
Tel: 01404 890174

Saturday 17 Sunday
Sunday 18 August 2013:
Lacock at War, Codename
Bolero: Military Vehicle & Re-
Enactment Show. Lacock Village
near Chippenham SN15 2LQ.
Contact, John Wardle on:

Tel: 01373 300384
westwiltsmvi@yahoo.co.uk
www.westwiltsmvt.co.uk

Saturday 17 Sunday 18
August 2013: Ramsey
1940s Weekend: held at The
Camp, Ramsey, Cambs, PE26
2XB. Atiractions include living
history displays, period re-
enactors, vinfage motor vehicles,
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight,
trade stands and tank rides.

For further defails contact:

Tel: 07881 730047

Ramsey 1940s@gmail.com
www.ramsey 1940sweekend.org

Saturday 24 to Monday
26 August 2013: Military
Odyssey 2013: held at the Kent
County Showground, Detling,
Kent, ME14 3JF. Now the
world’s largest multi-period
history event, the closest you'll
get fo history short of a time
machine! For fdetails contact:
Tel: 01268 772448
info@military-odyssey.com
www.military-odyssey.com

Saturday 24 to Monday
26 August 2013: Tanks,
Trucks & Firepower: organised
by the Alvis Fighting Vehicle
Society and the Birmingham &
West Midlands Area Military
Vehicle Trust. The showground is
situated just 1 mile from
Dunchurch in Warwickshire on
the A426 Southam Rd and 5
miles from Rugby. Easy access
from the A45 and M45. Show
features static military vehicle
and living history displays,
arena driving. For details see:
www.tankstrucksandfirepower.com

Saturday 24 to Monday
26 August 2013: Cornwall
Area MVT Show: held at Mount
Edgcumbe Country Park,
Cremyll, Cornwall. Exhibitors are
invited fo bring military vehicles
(of any era), military or living
history displays. Free entry and
camping for exhibitors.

For entries call Gwen Jenkins:
Tel: 01872 561653
gwenjen@talktalk.net

Saturday 24 to Monday
26 August 2013: Rauceby
War Years Weekend 2013:

The Mid Lincs MVT is holding
their 5th War Years Weekend.
\We are a non-profit making
event so any monies raised after
expenses will go to the Air
Ambulance, Royal Brifish Legion
and Marie Curie Cancer Care.
For further defails call:

Tel: 015629 488354
Wwww.raucebywarweekend.co.uk
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SEPTEMBER 2013

Saturday 31 August
Sunday 1 September
2013: 70th Anniversary of the
Assaulf Training Center, held in
Woolacombe, North Devon,
living history displays, beach
invasion re-enactment, vehicle
run on beach, wreath laying.
www.assaulftrainingcenter.com

Sunday 1 September
2013: Jeep & Cheerful day: a
Free day ouf for anyone with a
Military Jeep, or Military Vehicle,
held af the South Yorkshire
Aircraft Museum ‘AeroVenture’ af
the former site of RAF Doncaster.
For more information contact
Mark Askew on:

Tel: 01302 739000
info@jeepworld.co.uk
www.jeepworld.co.uk

Friday 6 to Sunday 8
September 2013: The
Victory Show: the largest WWII
experience exfravaganza in the
UK, held at Foxlands Farm,
Cosby, Leicestershire, LE9 1SG.
Featuring military vehicles, tanks
and artillery, living history
displays, airshow, vintage
fractors and farm machinery,
frade stands and more.

For further details (General)
contact Steve Pepper on:

Tel: 07711430472
Sjpepper229@btinternet.com
For Vehicles/Re-enactors contact
Dave Pratt on:

Tel: 07954 620728
thevictoryshowreenactors@yahoo.co. uk
www.thevictoryshow.co.uk

SEPTEMBER 2013

Saturday 7 September
201 3: Peopleton Autumn Show:
held at Peoplefon Village Playing
Fields, Peopleton, Worcs.
Featuring a variety of Classic
Cars, Military Vehicles, stalls
and entertainment. The event is
open 12.00 noon till 6.00pm.
For further defails about the
show call John Sargeant:

Tel: 01905 840155
sarg-37@tiscali.co.uk

Sunday 29 September
201 3: Stoneleigh Mini Militaria
2013: Blackdown Buildings,
The Exhibition Centre, Stoneleigh
Park, Coventry, Warks. CV8 2LZ.
For defails confact Amanda on:
Tel: 01743 762266
amanda@jeeparts.co.uk
www.militaryconvention.com

Saturday 28 Sunday 29
September 2013: Railway
At War: Recreating the 1940s
experience of life on the Home
Front during WW2. Held by the
Northampton & Lamport
Railway, Pitsford and Brampton
Station, Pitsford Road, Chapel
Brampton, Northampton, NN6
8BA. Featuring civilian and
military vehicles, 1940s music
and enfertainment, trade stalls,
re-enactors and living history
displays.

For defails please contact the
appropriate person:

Colin Haddon

Tel: 01604458521 (Vehicles)
Tel: 07756 200213 (General)
info@railwayatwar.org.uk
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OCTOBER 2013

Friday 4 to Sunday 6
October 2013: Military
Revival: a new show in alliance
with Bunker Bash, and in
collaboration between Old
Buckenham Airfield and
Battlefront; The East England
Military Museum. In addition fo
military vehicles we will have
large areas of military
campsites, provided by re-
enactors, which will present a
variety of living history displays.
The event will also include a
demonstration arena, mock
battles from conflicts throughout
the 20th century, fank rides,
militaria and other trade stfalls
and air displays from military
aircraft. There will also be a
1940’s hangar dance on the
Saturday evening of the
weekend. For further information
contact Touchdown Aero Centre:
Tel: 01953 860 806
airfield@oldbuck.com

Saturday 5 Sunday 6
October 2013: Holme
1940’s Weekend: held in
association with Holmewood
Hall and Holme Village. Located
near Peterborough, PE7 3PA.
Tank rides, vintage vehicles,
vintage ploughing, stalls and
displays, re-enactors welcome.
For further detfails call:

Tel: 07887 817031
chriscardell@googlemail.com
www.holmewoodhall.co.uk

Sunday 6 October 2013:
Hack Green Secret Nuclear
Bunker Rally: French Lane,
Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8BL.
For defails call Rod on:

Tel: 01270 623353
coldwar@hackgreen.co.uk

Friday 11 to Sunday 13
October 2013: Wartime
Weekend: held in Pickering,
N.Yorks with steam trains, frade
stands and re-enactors.

For further details about the
show visit the website at:
WWW.Nrmr.co.uk

defails about the frading area af:
www.jeepworld.co.uk/pickering
wartimeweekend.htm

NOVEMBER 2013

Sunday 3 November

201 3: Northern Military Expo:
popular indoor show held at the
Newark Country Show Ground,
Notts, 2 minutes off the ATM
(NG24 2NY). For defails contact
Mark Askew on:

Tel: 01302 739000

or check out the website at:
www.northernmilitaryexpo.co.uk

Sunday 17 November
201 3: Malvern Militaria Fair:
large, indoor militaria event held
at the Three Counties
Showground, Wye Hall,
Malvern, Worcs, WR13 6NW.
For details contact Amanda at:
Tel: 01743 762266
amanda@jeeparts.co.uk
www.militaryconvention.com

DECEMBER 2013

Sunday 15 December
201 3: Bromsgrove, Militaria,
Medal & Arms Collectors Fair:
held at the Spadesbourne Suite,
The Council House, Burcot Lane,
Bromsgrove, Worcs, B60 1AA.
Free parking, admission fo the
event is £2.50 from 9.00am fo
2.00pm, accompanied children
(under 13) free. For further
information and dealers booking
forms confact James Brown af:
Tel: 07980 608211
fairs@RZMilitaria.com

www. RZMilitaria.com

Are you a show
organiser? Don’t
delay, and
email your show
& event details
direct to the
Editor at:

or if you prefer
you can post
them fto the
Editorial Office -
details can be
found on page 3

If fravelling long disfances to evenfs we would advise
people to check for cancellations before leaving home,
MMI cannot be held responsible for any errors, omissions
or cancellations. Submissions for Mission Briefing should

be sent at least two months prior fo the event and we
would also ask that event organisers notify us of any
changes as soon as possible.




The Club for
) M|I|tary Enthusiasts
Worldwide

Over 46 local Area groups.
Incorporating the highly acclaimed
Magazine.
Regular Newsletter.
Organisation of European Tours.
Numerous National and local shows
throughout the year.

Members Free vehicle verification for DVLA.

The use of a large Technical Library.
Discounts on Insurance through specialist
schemes.

For full details write to:-

THE MILITARY VEHICLE TRUST

Visitus at Military Events though out |6 SETMRIIE S
the year, or at The MVT Shop, TEWH
or online at www.mvt.org.uk XSRS

FY5 3JH

Registered under the Charities’

BINDERS
JUST £8.50

PROTECT YOUR MILITARY MACHINES
INTERNATIONAL COLLECTION WITH ONE OF OUR
STYLISH MAGAZINE BINDERS. EMBOSSED WITH A

GOLD LOGO, EACH BINDER HOLDS 12 ISSUES OF
YOUR FAVOURITE MAGAZINE!

ONLINE:
www.keypublishing.com/shop

TELEPHONE:
UK 01780 480404 OVERSEAS +44 1780 480404

*Free 2nd class PP on all UK & BFPO orders. Overseas charges apply.
Postage charges vary depending on total order value,

Who Will Protect Them?

You... AND THE MVPA

SANDBLAST THE FRAME—REBUILD THE CARBURETOR
FIND AN ORIGINAL WHEEL—THE TIME—THE COST...
BUT YOU LOVE IT ANYWAY.

MILITARY VEHICLE

HISTORY |IN

PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

MOTION

PO Box 520378 « Independence, MO 64052 USA « 800.365.5798 « www.MVPA.org

You’ve done the hard work to preserve your
historic military vehicle.

Now, support the organization that works hard to
preserve your continued access to vehicles and parts.

Monitoring municipal, state, and federal legislation to
fight barriers to the hobby. And, assisting local MVPA
affiliates facing these issues in their areas. Just part of
what we do.

What else? Six issues of Supp!y Lme
and four Army Motors issues
a year for vital information
and resource contacts.

Discounts on ad rates and
at the international convention.

Now, do your part to
honor their service and continue the tradition.

Join today and keep history in motion!
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2 BOOKS 3

< VEHICLE MAINTENANCE -

HISTORIC VEHICLE SHOW S

POOKS MOTOR BOOKSHOP

Original commercial & military vehicle sales
brochures bought and sold.
Also stocking handbooks,
workshop manuals, parts lists,
magazines and books etc.

SHOP OPEN MON-FRI
9-5.30

FOWKE ST., ROTHERLY,
NR LEICESTER

PHONE: 0116 237 6222
FAX: 0116 237 6491
EMAIL:pooks.motorbooks @virgin.net

RM SEVICES

SERVICE & REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE

ENGINE & GEARBOX REBUILDS
RESTORATION WORK
MOT WORK
GRIT BLASTING
PAINTING
TRANSPORT
VEHICLES FOR FILMWORK
DRIVING SERVICES
Tel: Barry 07747 466 296 or

Mike 07766 243 687
Email: ringmotors @yahoo.co.uk
Soberton, Hampshire
http://www.facebook.com/militaryvehiclerepairs

3 CLOTHING 3

MEANandGREEN:

08458 991133

CALL FOR FREE CATALOGUE
87 DARLINGTON ST, WOLVERHAMPTON, WV1 4EX

VEHICLES FOR SALE

GK Jackson & Sons Ltd

Suppliers orex VIO venicles road registerea dcready
SIOCKING RBA4S, L.androverS0 &l Us saaraxa.s.
Flease pnoneulo/Vi o /593 Torcurrent Stock
OrVISIL

www.jacksonsgarage.com

CARANEX

OPENS OUT CAR, VAN, 4x4 & MPV

Price from £350 -

H2/3: vans

H1: hatches, estates m
onnl ¥

H3: micro vans

H3/4TL: compact MPV’s

eoll .
H4TL: 4x4s, vans
HA4TL: medium panel vans, -
hitops, popups H4TS: VW
T4/T5, Toyota Hi t

* Light simple, pact, extra space for touring
and weekends away, or just plain shelter anytime
* Full colour mail order catalogue from:
Caranex, Cuan, Seil, Argyll, PA34 4RB
Tel: (24hrs) 01852 300258

email: caranex@ukbizlist.co.uk
www.caranex.com

: TRANSPORT 2

NEED YOUR MILITARY VEHICLE MOVING?
Call Dave Allen Transport on
01308868741 or 07798845112 Dorset.
Short notice, evening/weekends no
problem. Fully insured, winch for
non runners.

VEHICLE SALES

Suppliers of

@ Vehicle spares ® Camping equipment

ACKWORTH

.SCAMMELL
s SPECTACULAR

o & Historic Vehicle Show

Send SAE for Entry Fori
Brickyard Farm, Badsworth, 1 3
Nr. Pontefract. West Yorkshire. WF9 1AX b
For more info tel:07816018291 or 01977 617327

3 VINTAGE SHOW

M E RTO N 4th, 5th & 6th May

VINTAGE SHOW Merton Farm, Merton Lane

Canterbury, CT4 7BA

NEW FORTHIS YEAR
eee MINI ONTHE FARM eee
@ Trade, Craft & Boot Stalls ® Fun Fair ® BeerTent @ Arena Events
® Tractors @ Military @ OldTime Wrestling ® Steam Engines
@® Ferret Racing ® Magic/Punch & Judy @
Free Live Music (Fri, Sat & Sun Night) in BeerTent.

A FUN WEEKEND FOR EVERYONE

Gates Open 9.30am - Adults/OAP’s £5.50 Kids £2.50
® Free Parking ® Disabled Facilities ®

Contact: 01227 731473 or www.mertonvintageshow.co.uk

{ED-UP MILITARY

Please contact Shaun:Mitchell for more info:

1 01553 763246 : 07979 917178
: shaun@shaun40.wanadoo.co.uk

VEHICLE PARTS

DROP ZONE

THE SOUTHS LARGEST MILITARY WAREHOUSE

One stop shop for military Land Rovers,
new & used spares, deactivated guns,
surplus & collectables

Trade & retail welcome
Official suppliers to the film & TV industry

el 017981831955  Eax: 01798839009

Bury Mill Farm, Burygate, Pulborough, West Sussex, RH20 1NN
Email: info@dropzonemilitary.com

www.dropzonemilitary.com




CELEBRATING AMERICAN AIR POWER IN BRITAIN

All operation: alrﬁelds, detail
aircraft that flew from

Profiles of the major combat aircraft of World War Two.
After Pearl Harbor, priority _ gL ) -
was given to the War in Europe Fighter ‘aces’ and leading personalities.

and US forces poured into the ~ Colour schemes, unit markings
'unsmka_hle_ aircraft carrier' - . and l_:amn_i.lﬂaQE.
Great Britain. From the team ; 3 p

| behind FlyPast magazine, Traces of history: discovering former airfields and
Mighty Eighth is a 100-page - the clues left behind.

special souvenir edition which uqsaums large and small, mzmurials and other

celebrates the men, their &
machines and the airfields they - visitor attractions.

flew from.
T}IE MEN, Mncnn\z.,mm 'lIRI‘[ELl'.

“LUIORIALS - UNITS - MARKINGS

N

Just £4. 99 & FREE P&P

*Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & BFPO orders. Overseas charges apply. Postage charges vary depending on total order value,

Free P&P" when you order online at
www keypuhllshmg l:orn/shop

MILITARY
sl

Rate: Up to 25 words £9.99 (inc. VAT) including one picture. Additional words 50p each. *Email, web addresses and phone numbers equal one word each.

*Cheques/POs payable to Key Publishing Ltd. Send all coupons to: Dionne Fisher Classified Sales Executive, PO Box 100, Stamford, Lincolnshire, PE9 1XQ.
Phone 01780 755131 or Fax 01780 751323. E-mail: dionne.fisher@keypublishing.com
Please note that we cannot accept advertisements without the name and address of the sender (for reference only). We also reserve the right to edit or amend copy as appropriate.

PLEASE INSERTFOR ~ MONTHS, STARTING WITH ............ccoccvnscrrccernnn. ISSUE

Payment by cheque ~ (payable to Military Machines) Visa Mastercard Switch
Card No Expiry date Issue No
Name

Address

Postcode Tel Signature

Under the Category

MAIN HEADING




Next Month... wicue

] Sale Zml Mav

TANK Bm\u(s

Richard Pullen looks at the tanks used
for fund raising at the height of WW1

Panoramic View

Andy Kerr paid a visit to the
mysteriously named Panorama B6th
October 1873 Museum in Egypt

- £
S

UNIFIL In Lesanon

Colin Stone takes a look at some
of the military vehicles currently
serving with UNIFIL

Content may be éubiect to change



Bussing TRucks

Tim Gosling looks at the military trucks produced by German
company Bussing during the Great War

GHILEAN SHERMANS P1.2 WiThAm's TENDER
Santiago Rivas concludes his article We report from the latest MoD
on Chilean Army Sherman tanks Tender Sale held in late February




/ IOLFI & Partners CAEN Encheres

Military vehicles & parts auction sale
CAEN 31st May 2013

Ealaisek924aIMuseum
Stodks llowing s desing

Including, SDFZ 251 frame, M4 Sherman tank shell frame,
88mm, Flak 36, Pak40 parts...

Jeamn=2al [Lefre

More than 60 vehicles including, Kettenkrad, Kubelwagen,
Zundapp, Ford T camionette and Ford T berline, swiss & german
mobile field cooking units, german army medic wagon, Flak 38...

Bid in person, by phone,
‘ absentee OF..:

Live on-line
pidding system :

We ship worldwide..- _

el

On-line catalogue, all informations :

www.aiolfi.com
info@aiolfipartners.com tel: +33 (0) 607433805

we speak English, please contact us!
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